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 Prayer for the process of choosing a New Priest 
 
Guide us with your love, O God as we choose a new Senior Priest for our Parish 
May we and all who are involved in this choice listen to you and to one another. 
Bring to us a person who will care for your people, clearly proclaim your Word, and 
nurture us all, so that as we share our gifts, others will find their joy in your service,  
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
 
1. Name 
  
 Scone Parish  
 

Scone is situated in the Upper Hunter Valley on the New England Highway 
bounded by picturesque hills sloping down to rich alluvial river flats.  Scone a 
little less than 200 kms north, north east of Newcastle and 135 kms south of 
Tamworth.  The population of Upper Hunter Shire is approx 14000 spread 
over three major urban settlements – Scone Merriwa and Aberdeen and six 
smaller villages.  
Scone Anglican Parish covers the township of Scone and surrounds including 
villages: Bunnan, Parkville, Wingen, Moonan, Gundy, Ellerston and Stewart’s 
Brook. 

 
2. Names and places of Churches/Worship Centre, halls 
 
The Parish has buildings in Scone, Bunnan, Moonan (part of the Union Church), 
Gundy, and Stewarts Brook, (Union Church)  

 
Scone –  

 
St Luke’s Church – built in 1884 on the corner of Liverpool and Hill Street, 
Scone.  It is double brick with timber floor and frame and a slate roof.  There 
are 45 stained glass windows and the 44 pews are made of kauri pine. 
 
St Luke’s Parish Centre- Large hall with commercial kitchen, supper room, 
meeting room, disabled toilet facilities. 
 
Rectory built adjacent to the Church in Hill Street. –  built adjacent 1925,  It is 
double brick, has a timber floor and a corrugated iron roof. In 2017 The 
building was extensively renovated and modernised. 
 
There are 4 bedrooms, the main bedroom has an ensuite and walk in robe, 
an office, formal lounge room, large dining room, separate kitchen with walk-
in pantry and linen press, two Bathrooms (one with separate toilet) and a 
Laundry. There is heating and cooling throughout. Extra space includes a 
glassed in back verandah, and an open front verandah.  
There is a large double garage and the yard is fully fenced. 
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Bunnan 
 
 St Jude’s Church 
 

The first Church was completed in 1882 and dedicated on 5th July, 1882 by 
Bishop Parsons. At the time Bunnan was a  large village. 

 
In 1923 the present church was built. Until 2000 the church was used for 2 
services a month up however now this Church is a Festival Church and there 
are 3 services per year.  

 
Gundy 
 
 St Matthew’s Church 
 

Gundy is a small village on the Page River 20 kms east of Scone on the Gundy 
Road.  The road is sealed providing safe access at all times. 

 
The village has our church, a small shop, a Soldier’s Memorial Hall, a hotel,  a 
sports ground which includes stock yards with camp draft facilities, tennis 
courts and amenities 
 
St Matthew’s Gundy was first built and consecrated in 1868.  The present St 
Matthew’s was built and consecrated in May 1903 and is well maintained. 
There is also a grave yard which is separately fenced. 

 
Until 2023 Gundy wad a fortnightly service. Now Gundy, Moonan and 
Stewarts Brook rotate services and there is one service the first Sunday of 
each month. By combining the e congregations, the service is well attended 
and includes refreshments. 
 

Moonan 
 
 Moonan Flat Union Church 
 

Moonan Flat is a small village 52 kms east of Scone on the Gundy Road.  The 
road is reasonable being sealed and allowing good access. 

 
There are two churches (serving 3 congregations) a School, Post Office, 
Sports ground, community hall and hotel. 

 
This is a Union Church shared by other denominations. It is well maintained. 
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Stewart’s Brook   
Stewart’s Brook is a Union Church situation 52 kms from Scone. It is well 
maintained by locals. The road is accessible however it is not sealed all the 
way. Members of St Luke’s congregation often travel with the Rector to this 
service.  

 
Service Times 
 
 Scone Anglican has the following services: 
 

St Luke’s -  weekly Sunday Services: 
 

8am  Traditional Communion Server 
 
   10am  Contemporary Service  

including Kids Church during School Terms  
 

Weekly Tuesday Service: 
 
10.30am – Communion Service  

 
All services are followed by refreshments.  

         
Eastern Out Centres:  (afternoon services) 
 
1st Sunday of the month – communion service and refreshment  

 
  

Bunnan - 3 times a year - usually Easter, Christmas and Festival Day 
 

Style of Worship 
 
The Parish has a tradition of evangelical teaching within the context of a fairly 
liberal style of catholic service in the Diocese of Newcastle.  An example of 
this is conveyed in the lack of use of Incense or Oil and no robes worn at 
10am.   
 
The 8am and country services are generally traditional Prayer Book Eucharist.  
These services accompanied by hymns from the Australian Hymn Book and 
are accompanied by recorded music. The service is projected on to a screen. 
 
The 10am service at St Luke’s is more flexible in approach and range of 
activity.  Music is provided by a small music group or on screen if needed.  
The music is chosen from uplifting and strongly scriptural based selection of 
older and more modern hymns and worship music. This service is a family 
service and alternates from Communion and Prayer, Praise and Proclamation.  
The lay ministry team is involved in leading the service, liturgy, prayer, and 



 5 

assisting with the chalice.  If the Rector is unavailable, Lay Ministers can offer 
reflections/preaching.  There are 4 lay ministers who are licensed to carry out 
various tasks, they do not wear robes. 
  
During the 10am service the children attend “Children’s Church” and crèche  
 
Tuesday service is a Eucharist for a small but regular group of mostly older 
folk.  Music is provided by electronically. 

 
Scone Anglican has an active Parish Council of 9 and includes a Rector’s 
Warden, 2 Church Wardens, a Treasurer, Secretary and Mission Secretary 
and 3 supporting members. They meet monthly.  
 
Groups  

 
In the past Scone have had an AMS, MU, GFS, and CEBS however these 
groups have been in recess for some time. 
 
Sadly after over 130 years the St Luke’s Women’s Guide ceased to operate 
this year. In the past this active group has assisted in all manner of ministry 
and raised fund for the Parish.  
 
Study groups/home groups 
 
There are several bible-study groups that meet in homes regularly (one via 
Zoom) and one group that meets at our Hall. These groups vary in number 
and are led by members of the congregation. Most often they study similar 
studies chosen in consultation with the leaders and the Rector. The time 
together includes praise in song, study and discussion and begins and 
concludes with prayer. 
 
Children/youth activities 

 
The current children’s activities are held concurrently with Sunday worship.  
The Children’s Ministry to available to children from K-year 6 and a crèche is 
run concurrently for pre-schoolers. There are a dedicated team of “teachers” 
and “helpers” who follow programme approved by the Rector. 
In the past there has been a regular afternoon Kid’s Club held during School 
term and a Youth Group. These groups are not at offered at the moment. 
We have a regular Playgroup (Munchkins) held each Monday of School Term 
in the hall.  This is supported by the Parish with helpers providing morning 
tea and music sessions. This is an opportunity to reach younger families and 
encourage them to attend services, invite them for Baptism and show Jesus 
love in the way we care for them. 
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Morning Tea for residents of the Aged Care Units 
Each Monday the residents of the Aged Care Units meet for morning tea in 
the Thrift Meeting Room. This is supported by Parishioners. 
 

Congregational Profile 
 

60% of the congregations are over 60. Predominately female of 
Anglo – Saxon background. We are a rural based community, more recently 
we have welcomed worshipers from Pacific Islands who have come for local 
employment on a government scheme. 
 
In addition to our regular and committed parishioners Scone has a large 
nominal Anglican Community and a large number of unchurch people.  Many 
of these people only attend our Church for baptisms, weddings and funerals 
and there is a challenge to minister and the reach them to share the Gospel. 

  
 
Schools  
 

Our Parish grounds are boarded by Scone Grammar School which is an 
Diocesan Anglican School re-established by the Parish in 1990 The There is a 
Scone Chaplain however the Rector of Scone may be involved in the School 
Chaplaincy and Chapel Services.  The school has a full quota of Religious 
Education teachers and a strong pastoral care structure.  

 
Scone Grammar School information: 

 
https://www.sgs.nsw.edu.au/  
 
 

SRE Classes and lay involvement 
 

There are 3 pre schools, 5 primary schools and 3 high school in the areas 
covers by the Parish of Scone. 

 
Our Parish is part of a team who offers SRE lessons to Scone Public School 
each week. 

 
Nursing homes/hospitals – frequency of services/visits 

 
Scone Hospital services the Scone and Murrurundi with a Surgery, Maternity 
and general wards.  The Hospital contacts the Rector regarding visits as 
requested by patients or their families. 

 
The Strathearn House is a fully equipped multi-functional 3-stage nursing 
home, which caters for Scone and the surrounding district.  There is a 
monthly communion service held at the House and is conducted by both the 

https://www.sgs.nsw.edu.au/
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Rector and Lay Ministers (with Reserve Sacrament). Additional needs are 
meet on an individual basis as requested. 

 
Scone also has around 30 self-contained aged care villas to assist in the care 
for our aging community members. 12 of these units are attached to St 
Luke’s, bordering the hall and church grounds.  These units were initially 
established with financial and in-kind donations of our church congregation. 

 
Local Community Services 
 
 https://www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au/Home 
 

Scone has a variety of local activities for all age groups 
 

There are a number of Community Groups covering a wide range of interests 
and activities as well as service to the Community. 
  
Scone has 2 supermarkets,  2 chemists, butchers, specialist stores for floor 
coverings , auto parts, sporting goods, gifts, books, men’s/women’s and 
children’s clothing, nursery and gardening supplies, dry cleaners, saddlery, a 
number of café’s and take away food, and 3 banks.  This provides a wide 
range of goods with more difficult to get products being available by 
travelling to Muswellbrook, Tamworth or the Lower Hunter.   
 
Scone has a Doctor’s Surgery, private and public physiotherapists, speech 
pathologist, podiatrist, chiropractor, and local hospital including maternity, 
surgery, x-ray and general wards. 

 
Local Industries 
 

Agriculture: Scone is agriculturally rich and produces beef cattle, fat lambs, 
dairy products, grain, pig and poultry farming and cattle studs.  It is known as 
the “Horse Capital of Australia” the area is renowned as a major breeding 
centre for both thoroughbred and stock horses.  There are a numbers of 
vineyards have also been established and more recently olive groves as rural 
people diversify their products.   

 
Mining: While there are no coalmines in the Scone many mining families 
choose to live here. 

 
Sporting  
 

Scone is well catered for in sporting activities and facilities.  The is a golf 
course, 2 bowling clubs, cricket (junior and senior) netball, rugby league 
(junior and senior), rugby union, fishing, rowing, archery, soccer (junior and 
senior), horse sports, tennis courts, croquet, touch football and hockey. 

https://www.upperhunter.nsw.gov.au/Home
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Scone has a district swimming centre including Olympic sized swimming pool 
and wading pools which hosts an active swimming club. 
 

General: 
 

The Upper Hunter has become popular as an area for offering rural living 
within close proximity to the major regional centres including Sydney and this 
had led to a growth in the sale of “hobby farm” type blocks with people 
making a “lifestyle” decision to live on small rural blocks and commute to 
work. 

 
The area has a diverse population.  Many workers are transient moving to the 
area seasonally for grape picking and vine pruning, thoroughbred preparation 
and stud seasons.  
 
As the “Horse Capital of Australia” Scone Shire is continually growing in this 
area.  Ellerston Polo Centre, Belltrees Equestrian Centre, local Thoroughbred 
Studs, the Scone Horse Museum, Australian Stock Horse Society 
Headquarters, Scone Race Club and Equine Research Centre and local rodeo 
and camp draft events all attract large numbers of visitors to Scone.  Scone 
Horse Festival is a 15 day event held each May where the contributions that 
the horse industry makes to the Shire is recognised and highlighted to both 
the locals and visitors. 
 
Lake Glenbawn provides fishing and aquatic events. A new attractions is 
Hunter Warbirds aviation Museum and a bi-annual War Birds over Scone 
event.  
 

Community 
 
Many members of the congregation are active members of other community, 
sporting and cultural groups and this offers the opportunity to encourage and 
develop further outreach personally as members of God’s Kingdom. 
 
Previously our Church provided food and essentials to those in need. Now we 
support the Scone Community Pantry to provide this service to everyone. 
 
There has been an excellent working relationship with other local Churches, 
including interdenominational service for World Day of Prayer, Thank God for 
the Horse Festival, Equip Women’s Day conference streamed to our hall. 
Since COVID our Parish has become more isolated from other local churches 
and community groups however the opportunity to build bridges to re-
establish this connection awaits. This is also available to encourage 
involvement with other community groups to re-establish our image as 
welcoming and caring.  This involvement could be through the Rector or 
other appointed representatives of the Church 
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Lay ministry 
 
Currently there are 4 Lay Ministers licensed to assist the Rector to provide 
services to the Parish. All are able to assist with leading the services and one 
is licensed to Preach. The PPP and Morning Prayer Services (both Sunday and 
Tuesday are lead by the Lay Ministers when requested by the Rector. At 
other times the Lay Ministers assist by reading, leading the intercessions, and 
assisting with the Chalice. Many of the Lay Ministers are undertaking some 
theological study to be better qualified to assist the Rector. 
 
 

Description of Parish 
 
We describe the Parish as…. 

 
Scone is a Parish with a wide range of styles of worship encompassing a 
community with a variety of expectations of their faith, their Church and the 
Clergy.  The congregations are predominately female, many who have been 
faithful members of the Church for many years.  Since COVID there has been 
an increase of families to the 10am service introduced through the on-line 
teaching  
 
There is a strong element of good will in the parish with many people 
generous in financial and in-kind contributions and with their time.  There is 
also underlying community support that will rally to individual and specific 
needs when asked. 
 
It is a large rural based parish covering Out Centres.  The distance to travel to 
Centre is up to 1 hour.  Centres can sometimes feel isolated from the Parish, 
although this is less now that congregations are combined and rotated. Our 
Parish in the Upper Hunter Deanery and distance (2 hours) means we often 
feel isolated from the Diocese. This has been less since the appointment of 
Bishop Sonia as a connection between our Parish and the Newcastle based 
Diocese. 
 
We have a history of strong biblically based evangelical teaching and a variety 
of worship styles to meet the needs of various age groups.  Our Parish has 
members from a variety of backgrounds including rural, town, business, 
unemployed, mining, professional, teaching, retired, youth and school 
children. We have an active kid’s Church and a number of small bible study 
groups.  We hope to re-establish the youth ministry which has been in recess 
since the last Rector left. 
 
There are a number of small groups that meet regularly and members find 
comfort in the close-knit support that is offered.  By encouraging other to join 
these group may also help heal any division. 
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We work co-operatively and in conjunction with Scone Grammar School. 
They used the Church on Mondays for the Chapels and they use the Church 
Hall Facilities from Tuesday to Friday for school activities and Assemblies. 
 
We have a magnificent organ in the Church however we do not have an 
organist. We rely on technology for music and also a small music group. 
Scone Grammar School have a Chapel Band. 
 
The Lay Ministry team are committed to assist the Rector to spread the 
Gospel in the Parish.  They have attended training within the parish and 
diocese. All wish to have ongoing education to continue to grow in their 
Christian walk. It should be noted that even though the Ministry Team has 
been active in the Parish for over 20 years, there are some members of the 
Church family and the outside community who are uncertain about the role 
of Lay Ministers and undervalue their role in leading services, visiting the 
hospital.  As with many congregations and communities the expectations of 
the Rector’s role and responsibility can be considerable. 

 
Our vision for the Parish ….. 
 

That we continue receiving strong biblically based teaching to encourage, 
challenge and convict us to Glorify Jesus and grow in faith through 
participation in Church Services and Bible study groups. To enable an every 
person ministry to take the Gospel to Scone and surrounds and ministry to 
those who do not yet know Jesus.  
 
To continue to appreciate different styles of worship, and value the Lay 
Ministry Team and their role in supporting the Rector and the congregation. 
 
To reach out to all age groups, actively participate in community groups and 
inter-denominational Services, respond to the needs of the wider community 
and welcome seekers and those returning to the Church 
 
To welcome families bringing their children for baptism, confirmation and 
first communion and therefore extending a warm invitation to become part 
of God’s Kingdom. To grow our Children’s and Youth Ministries. 
 
To develop a ministry to help bridge the gap to young people and an 
outreach to the Grammar School, which is a mission field to introduce young 
people to Jesus.  To work well with Scone Grammar to share resources and 
build stronger ties between the Church, the school and the Yellow Cottage. 
 
To support financially and prayerfully the spread of the gospel worldwide 
through Missionary Agencies and local Community Groups.  
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Our desire for our Rector….. 
 

Someone who has a personal relationship with Jesus and who has a passion 
to teach, encourage and support people in their Christian walk.  
 
A leader who teaches God’s Word and encourages his flock to bear fruit for 
Jesus in all kinds of ministries.  
 
Someone who appreciates and can cater for the wide range of services to 
meet the needs of all ages and worship styles and who would enjoy working 
with the children in the Grammar School.   
 
Someone who will enjoy fellowship with a diverse range of people and will be 
active within the community both by joining with them at events or activities 
and inviting them in to join us at Church. 
 
Someone who has an understanding of rural issues and is comfortable driving 
distances up to 1 hour within the Parish and longer to Diocesan functions.  
 
Be a consultative person who will continue to work towards healing past 
wounds and work co-operatively with the Parish Council, Wardens and 
Parishioners.   
 
Someone who is open to talk to troubled and worried parishioners and 
members of the community who are seeking help and comfort.  
 
Someone who appreciated the value of an “every member Ministry” as has 
been the practice in Scone Parish. 
 
Someone who has a vision of their own to enjoy Ministry in Scone and to 
grow personally and spiritually during their time here. 
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