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How to Share Your Faith Story.
Storytelling. Jesus did it. The Old Testament prophets did it. The Gospel writers did it. Human beings have
been telling stories to each other since the beginning of time. In the early days it was simply sitting around
a fire sharing stories. Everyday events became stories to tell children. Scribes, and priests told stories of
religious affairs, and leaders told heroic tales of their adventures. Some of those stories were so powerful
that they took on a life of their own and became legends. Some of them fill up our history books, some are
integral to culture, and some are embedded in our family values. No fancy equipment, no elaborate props,
no information technology, just a storyteller and her voice.
The art of storytelling is not new, long before any written languages, every culture had its "oral tradition" —
stories that were passed on through the generations. The Bible was part of Jewish oral tradition before it
was written down. Even the stories of Jesus existed orally for decades before the first written Gospel
appeared. All that is required is a storyteller and a listening ear.
Stories help us explain everything in our experience, from science to relationships, from feelings to
memories, and from questions to objections.
Yet when it comes to telling the greatest story of all time – a story that has the power to change lives –
Christians often hesitate. Most of us would rather share stories about our favourite restaurant, movie,
book, sports team, or travel destination than to discuss our faith journey. And yet, it is that very story that
has changed our lives – the story of Jesus Christ. We should be able to tell this story with clarity, and be
excited to tell it to everyone, especially to our family and friends. In those times when we hesitate, I’ve
found it’s not that we don’t want to tell the story; more often it’s that we don’t know how to tell it?
Whether you’re new to faith or a seasoned Bible scholar, your personal story of following Jesus (your story)
is one of the most powerful ways to share your faith. You don’t need to be an eloquent preacher with a
pulpit or a famous evangelist with an out-of-this-world story. It just requires that you share your story in a
simple, clear way that communicates the love of God to other people. Simply sharing how Jesus changed
your life can be the catalyst to seeing others changed by Him.
My hope is that this booklet will inspire you to begin to take the first steps to sharing the greatest story ever
told - for your story is God’s story too.
Rev Kesh Rico Govan.
Canon for Fresh Expression and Ministry Innovation.

Saving God,
who called your church to witness
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:
help us so proclaim the good news of your love;
through him who died for us and rose again
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
© The Anglican Church of Australia Trust Corporation.

Preparation.
1 Peter 3:15-16 reads, "Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect.” As you think about sharing
your story, it is important to take some time in preparation. So first things first:

BEFORE YOU BEGIN:


Pray! The power to change hearts and lives is in God alone, so we need to be constantly tapped into
this power ourselves. Ask the Lord to give you wisdom and guidance as you write and what to include.



Pray for opportunities to share your story. Ask God to bring someone to mind — a friend, a family
member or an acquaintance — who doesn’t yet know Him. Then pray for God to draw that person to
Himself.



Pray for courage. Ask God to give you the courage to share your story. Paul said, “Pray also for me,
that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of
the gospel.” (Ephesians 6:19)

SOME ‘DO’S’ AND ‘DON’TS’.
Here are a few "dos and don'ts" to consider when preparing your story:

DO’S:


Do consider your audience. Write and speak to communicate with the particular group/person you
are addressing so that they are able to identify with you.



Do keep it short. Keep your story tight. There’s no need to include everything. If people have
questions or want more details, they can always ask you.



Do write the way you speak. Write as though you were speaking to a friend rather than giving a
formal speech.



Do be specific. Show genuine feelings and emotions. Include life events and personal insights.
This will help your listeners relate to your story. Give enough details to arouse interest.



Do be honest. The simple truth of what Jesus has done is powerful enough. It can be tempting to
hide the ugly and share the shiny. Remember the purpose of your story is to show that the good
news of Jesus changes real people, people that the listener can relate to.



Do keep it personal. Share about what happened to you. Say "I" and "me," not "you." This helps
keep your story warm and personal.



Do include some humour. When a person smiles or laughs, it reduces tension. Humour is
disarming and increases attention.



Do share your current situation. Share what Jesus is doing in your life now, today. Tell of the
past, current and ongoing change. It is great to hear what He did last year (or 30 years ago), but
your listener will want to know that God is still at work in your life today.



Do give specific examples. Give your listeners specific examples of how God worked in your life.
Again, the more examples of real events you can give, the more the listener will relate.



Do keep it centred on God and not just yourself. Remember, this is not only your story, it is God’s
story as well, of how he has been working in you, through you, and with you.

DON’TS:


Don’t be preachy. This is not the time to impart your moral lessons to others or talk down to the other
person. Don’t let your story turn into a sermon. We are not in the business of tearing others down,
but helping them grow! Your objective is to share how they can have a better life in Jesus Christ.



Don’t get lost in the details. Don’t spend 10 minutes telling your listener all about your primary
school teacher. You will lose their attention and you will struggle to get it back.



Don’t use dogmatic and mystical statements. Such as, "I prayed and God gave me a job," or "God
said to me." Or "Jesus is the answer to all your problems." He is, but they don't even know who He
is, much less what He can do in their lives.



Don’t give the impression that the Christian life is easy. Don’t pretend that the Christian walk is
a path of unending glory. It isn’t. It is full of challenges, failures, getting up and trying again. The
average person wants to know that you are real and you are just like them.



Don’t try to win an argument. You can expect everyone to have conflicts with biblical teaching.
Don’t be argumentative – you cannot argue someone into the kingdom of God!



Don’t use religious language. Don't assume the listener knows what you mean by terms such as
sin, accepted Christ, lost, born again, live in your heart, washed in the blood, faith, hope, love, grace,
salvation, peace, sanctified or even Christian. Translate Christian jargon into normal English.



Don’t speak about what you don’t know about. “I don’t know” is a great answer. But, follow up
with an invitation to get together again and talk on the subject.

Preparing Your Story.
If you are not an eloquent speaker or you become nervous, become side-tracked or forget things when
sharing your story, which can be confusing or distracting for those listening, start by writing it down.

For those who have always been part of church.
If you were raised in church and have loved Jesus for as long as you can remember, fantastic! That is an
amazing testimony! Don’t knock it; your faith may have a strong foundation because of it? Be grateful for it.
Your story doesn’t have to be dramatic to be powerful. Some of the best Christian workers that we encounter
grew up in Christian homes. For instance, Timothy grew up in a biblically based home (2 Tim. 3:14-15). 14
But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those
from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.”
Here are some ideas on how you can shape your story. These are simply suggestions, which will hopefully
make telling your story a bit easier if you are going to do it for the first time.

1. YOUR BACKGROUND.
If you encountered Jesus at a young age, you may have trouble thinking of how to communicate about your
faith journey, especially if you can’t ever remember not being a Christian. If this is your case, simply
communicate how you grew up. You can talk about a number of things here; such as what your family life
was like or what you used to think about God? You just need enough background information to communicate
who you were or are:


Perhaps you grew up in Christian home?



You were baptised as a child?



Spent time in Sunday School?



How you were taught during Confirmation?



Did you serve in church?



You grew up in the church, but your faith wasn’t your own. You may have been in church, but not
necessarily believing in Jesus.



If you aren’t sure as to the exact moment you came to faith, simply talk about a time when you may
have come to know Jesus in a deeper way. You may get a chance to explain later when you were
certain God had changed your life.



Who are the people who guided your faith journey? How did they do that?



You may have an experience that drove you away from God? You may have felt God was far
away? You could talk about how you were able to get back into a closer relationship with Him.

2. GOD’S PRESENCE THROUGH YOUR LIFE.


Share a time when you became more aware of God’s presence.



Talk about how you have always known ‘God is with me through all the ups and downs’. Give a
recent example.



If there’s never been a time when you didn’t feel close to God you could share how you spend your
time with Him: your prayer life, daily bible study, fellowship with others.



Perhaps something made the story of Jesus (that you had heard all your life) finally sink in. It became
your faith and not your family's faith.



Try to keep it current. How is God working in your life today?



Describe some defining moments of your faith journey? What made them significant? Why are they
special to you?

3. LIFE WITH JESUS.
Explain the hope that you have in Jesus.


Though you grew up surrounded by your family’s faith, you are now living out your own faith. You’re
far from perfect, but now you make daily choices to live out your faith.



As you end, be up front that you’re journeying. How you’re striving to grow in love and be a faithful
disciple of Jesus.



How has God helped you when you have struggled? How does he help you overcome difficulties?



How has your faith been reflected in your work, your hobbies, your values, your choices, and your
priorities at various times in your life?



How has your church/faith community guided and supported you? Remember to speak positively of
your church community.

4. THE INVITATION.
When you are done, bring the subject of conversation back to your listener. Ask them:


“Has anything like that ever happened to you?” Get them to talk about their own life experiences. Be
an active listener. Be interested in their journey. Don’t be judgemental.



Share an upcoming event and extend an invitation for them to join you – be excited!

Regardless of what you say, always try to get them to think about their own need for Jesus.

“Your story doesn’t have to be
dramatic to be powerful.”

Here are some examples of simple storytelling:
EXAMPLE 1.
(Background) I was born in Toronto. I grew up in a Christian family. Neither of my parents would let my sister
or me get away with not saying please or thank you. We would attend church, say grace before dinner, and
prayers before bed; so I was surrounded by God and the church from the very beginning. I went along to
Sunday School and learnt about how God loved me from an early age. When I became a teenager I went to
the youth group and we’d go on camps and go skateboarding on Sunday afternoons and have fun together.
(God’s presence through your life) I’ve never known a time when I didn’t feel close to God. That doesn’t
mean life was easy for me; it just meant that even at my lowest points in life, when I was alone, afraid or
worried, I’ve always felt that God was with me. When life got too much for me, from growing up in a Christian
home, I knew that I could pray and as I did, I always felt a sense of peace about everything.
(Life with Jesus) Being a Christian has given me a sense of fulfilment and purpose and joy. I’m not perfect
and I still mess up, I don’t know everything about God and I’m still learning; but I do know God loves me
despite my flaws and imperfections. I still have difficult days, but when life lets me down, God has never once
left me.
(Invitation) “Did you ever have a time when the world just didn’t make sense to you?”

EXAMPLE 2.
(Background) I was raised in a small rural community in Paterson. I had one brother that was about a year
and a half older than I was. My mum and dad were both Christians, so it was just our custom on Sunday
morning to get up, get ready, have breakfast and head off to church. Once we arrived at church, I’d head off
to Sunday School. At the church where we went, Sunday school was where they divided you into age groups
and someone would come in to teach you the Bible and how to pray.
(God’s presence through your life) From that early age I’ve learnt to always trust God in every situation.
There were difficult times when I was growing up but I knew I could to pray and ask God for help. Even
though my prayers weren’t always answered in the way that I asked, I knew that God was looking after me.
I’ve always known it.
(Life with Christ) Even now, I still have difficult days when I feel down or things can get on top of me but I still
have this sense of peace, that I’ve always had, that God’s got it under control.
(Invitation) What’s your own story? What was your life like growing up?

For those who became Christians in later life.
The Apostle Paul's story in Acts is a biblical model you can follow in writing your own personal story. Paul's
format in Acts 26 is in four sections:
1.
2.
3.
4.

His life before he encountered Jesus. Acts 26:1–11.
How he encountered Jesus. Acts 26:12–18.
How his life changed since his encounter with Jesus. Acts 26:19–23.
An invitation to others to encounter Jesus. Acts 26:27–29.

In reading these different sections in Paul’s story, they will guide you as you think through your own story of
your encounter with Jesus. The suggestions are designed to trigger your thought process, not to restrict
you; feel free to add anything else you think is important.

1. DESCRIBE YOUR LIFE BEFORE YOU ENCOUNTERED JESUS.
Paul shares about his life before he encountered Jesus. Acts 26:1-11. Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You
have permission to speak for yourself.” So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defence: 2 “King
Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand before you today as I make my defence against all the
accusations of the Jews, 3 and especially so because you are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs
and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me patiently. 4 “The Jewish people all know the way I
have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my own country, and also in Jerusalem. 5
They have known me for a long time and can testify, if they are willing, that I conformed to the strictest sect
of our religion, living as a Pharisee. 6 And now it is because of my hope in what God has promised our
ancestors that I am on trial today. 7 This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping to see fulfilled as they
earnestly serve God day and night. King Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these Jews are accusing me.
8
Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead? 9 “I too was convinced that I ought
to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And that is just what I did in Jerusalem.
On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to
death, I cast my vote against them. 11 Many a time I went from one synagogue to another to have them
punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting them that I even hunted
them down in foreign cities.
Ask yourself, “What was my life like before I encountered Jesus? What kind of a person was I socially,
spiritually and emotionally? Here are some practical suggestions to help you - they may not all apply to your
story:


What was your life like? Paint a picture of what your life was like before you came to know Jesus.
Think about where you grew up and what was going on. Were you single or were you married? What
your family life was like? How did you spend your time? What worldview did you hold? What did you
struggle with the most in that worldview? Try to be relatable.



What did you think about God? What religious upbringing did you have if any? What did you used
to think about God? What was your faith like during childhood, during your adolescent years, and
now as an adult? What doubts did you have concerning Christianity or the Bible?



What did you struggle with? Be modest and discrete in what you share. Don’t dwell too much on,
or brag about, past sin struggles. Simply saying something like, “I was doing things on the weekends
I shouldn’t have been doing,” is usually enough to give people a sense of your struggles.



What was your emotional state? What was going on inside of you? Lack of peace, fear of death,
something missing, no meaning to life, loneliness, lack of security, lack of purpose, no real friends,
no motivation? What unsatisfactory solutions did you use to attempt to meet those deep inner needs?
Wrong relationships, workaholic, drugs or alcohol, hobbies/entertainment, wrong friends?

2. DESCRIBE HOW YOU BECAME A FOLLOWER OF JESUS.
Paul shares how he became a follower of Jesus. Acts 26:12-18. 12 “On one of these journeys I was
going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 13 About noon, King Agrippa, as I
was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my companions. 14
We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute
me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 15 “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ “‘I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 16 ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to
appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. 17 I will rescue you from
your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn them from
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a
place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’’
Ask yourself, “How did I come to know Jesus? What were some of the key moments in which God revealed
himself to you? Here are some hints to help you, they may not all apply to your story:


What was it that drew you to Jesus? What happened in your life that led you to investigate
Christianity? What was the tipping point? Did someone tell you about God? Did you read a book?
Was there a situation in life that made you very aware of your need for God? For some, it’s a
tragedy. For others, it’s that someone walked out on us. Or did you just look up at the sky and think,
“There must be more than this!” Did you meet new friends, and later find out they were Christians?
Did you stumble into a church (more by accident than anything) and you heard something
significant that changed your perspective of Jesus?



Were other people involved? How did the people you may have mentioned above, or perhaps a
church, Bible study, or Christian friends play a part? How did they influence you? Can you
remember anything specific they said or did to overcome misconceptions, help you see your need
for Jesus, or unsettle your thinking? Was someone there who guided you in a prayer? What were
the pivotal moments and conversations?



When did you decide that following Jesus was for you? Where were you? Who was with you
(if anyone)? Was it at a church service? Was it after a friend told you about Jesus? If you were
responding to a sermon or a Bible study, what was it about? What were the circumstances of your
life that helped that message make sense? If you became a Christian early in your childhood,
describe a time when you think your faith became your own, made sense, or came alive?



What were your initial reactions? When and why did my perspective of Jesus begin to change?
What were the final struggles that went through my mind just before I accepted Jesus? Why did I
finally decide to accept Jesus in my life?



What did you do? What did you feel? What did you say? How did you react? What did you pray?
Did you feel a sudden joy or excitement afterwards?

“Ask yourself, “How did I come to
know Jesus? What were some of
the key moments in which God
revealed himself to me?”

3. DESCRIBE HOW YOUR LIFE IS DIFFERENT NOW.
Paul describes how his life has been different since meeting Jesus. Acts 26:19-23. 19 “So then, King
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. 20 First to those in Damascus, then to those in
Jerusalem and in all Judea, and then to the Gentiles, I preached that they should repent and turn to God and
demonstrate their repentance by their deeds. 21 That is why some Jews seized me in the temple courts and
tried to kill me. 22 But God has helped me to this very day; so I stand here and testify to small and great alike.
I am saying nothing beyond what the prophets and Moses said would happen— 23 that the Messiah would
suffer and, as the first to rise from the dead, would bring the message of light to his own people and to the
Gentiles.”.’”
Ask yourself, “How has my life changed since I encountered Jesus? List some specific changes in your
character, attitude and perspective on life. Here are some hints to help you, they may not all apply to your
story:


How is my life different now? Give examples of how your life is different. What has stopped? What
have you gained? What do you do differently? How did your life begin to change? Was it a slow or
sudden change? While situations may not have changed, what has changed in you? How has God
changed your view of life? You don’t have to exaggerate. Just tell people honestly and candidly what
occurred in your life so they can see what happened on the outside and what changed on the inside.
What misconceptions did you have about Christianity that are now debunked after following Jesus?
What has been the best part about following Jesus?



How has Jesus filled or is filling your deep inner needs. How does knowing Jesus now compare
to your previous (childhood, adolescent) faith? How does knowing Jesus address the longings,
desires, and restlessness that you identified in the previous section? Is it just beginning to deal with
these matters, or have they been completely transformed?



Be realistic. Share honestly where you still struggle. Don’t make your life today seem like a fairy tale.
Be honest about current struggles, but also remain hopeful. Jesus didn’t promise to make everything
great now that we know him or promise that we would never have any more problems. He did promise
that, increasingly, we would change. He promised that he would give us hope in the midst of our
difficulties. It’s important to share very honestly about all that God has done, but make it clear that
you’re still on a journey.

4. THE INVITATION.
Paul gives an invitation to his listeners. Acts 26:27–29. 27 “King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I
know you do.” 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to
be a Christian?” 29 Paul replied, “Short time or long—I pray to God that not only you but all who are listening
to me today may become what I am, except for these chains.”
When you have shared your story, you may want to conclude with a statement that causes the person to
reflect on what you have just shared. Here are some hints to help you:
1.

"Do you have any questions on what I have just shared with you?"

2.

“So what do you think? Has anything like this ever happened to you?"

3.

"Well, that’s what happened to me. If you ever want to talk about it any further, I’d love to share
some more stories of what God’s done/doing in my life.”

4.

“What was your religious background as a child?”

Here are some examples of simple storytelling:
EXAMPLE 1.
(Your life before you encountered Jesus) I was born in Newcastle. I was raised in a Christian home and went
to a Christian school, but just followed through the motions of doing “Christian things” that I thought you were
supposed to do. I didn’t know who Jesus was, I just knew about Him. As I grew up, I found myself searching
for purpose and meaning in people and also in myself. Whether that was my friends or in relationships, I
poured my whole heart into them. I also became very fixated on myself and my image. I became very
consumed with what people thought of me and was living for the acceptance of the world but I just kept
feeling let down. Everything the world said I needed to be happy I had. Yet, I wasn’t satisfied with my life.
Something was missing.
(How you became a follower of Jesus) When I was at college, I came across some people who were
Christians and went to church. They invited me to go along – so I did! There I met some Christians who
were so incredible. They were fun, confident, made me laugh, played sports, and with the exception of faith,
were like me in a lot of ways. They told me that the Bible is God’s message to us, so I began to study it. I
learned how it says that God loves me and that he has a plan and purpose for my life. I began attending
church on a regular basis. Through prayer and reading the Bible, I began to let God in. I started to open my
heart and accepted Jesus.
(How your life is different now) After that, everything changed. Ever since I started going to church and
learning more about God, I feel a real sense of fulfilment, peace and joy that I’ve always been looking for. I
can’t say that my life has totally changed, but I now have a focus. A guiding light. An inner peace. And I’ve
found a group of people who’ve become like a family to me. I knew who Jesus was before from church and
attending a Christian school. But, I’ve decided to make Jesus more than just a subject in school but rather a
way of life.
(The Invitation) Has anything like that ever happened to you?

EXAMPLE 2.
(Your life before you encountered Jesus) I was born in Port Stephens. I grew up in a dysfunctional family.
When I was seven, my parents divorced and I went to live with my mum and my older brother went to live
with my dad. It felt like people were always letting me down. My grandma went to church and would often
talk about God but I always wondered, ‘how can there be a God if my family has fallen apart?’ By the time I
was in my late teenage years and early twenties, I was doing things I wasn’t proud of but it was the only way
to cope with life at that time.
(How you became a follower of Jesus) One summer, it all got too much for me and I was having some bad
thoughts about life. As life would have it, I bumped into an old friend from school and we got talking and I told
him I was struggling with life. He invited me to have a coffee with him and he listened to what I was going
through and then he asked me, ‘if he could pray for me’? I think at this stage I was still angry with God but I
let him pray for me. He invited me to this church group he led at his house once a week and I went along
and met people just like me. People who’d struggled with life - just like me. As I went along to that group
each week and started learning about God and being part of a group of people who accepted me just as I
was, I started to gain a sense of purpose that there was more to my life than how it had been. One evening,
the group prayed for me and I accepted Jesus into my life. I didn’t really understand it at the time but I knew
something had changed in me.
(How your life is different now) Since that summer, I have changed drastically. I've grown and I've struggled,
but throughout it all God has helped and is helping me overcome many of the difficulties that I’ve carried from
my childhood. I’m not there yet – but every day I’m getting stronger. I’m surrounded by a loving family at
church and I’m learning to trust people again. Even though I may have down days, I feel really happy with
life and I’m excited about what the future has for me now.
(The Invitation) I’d love for you to meet some of my friends from church? We’re having a lunch in two weeks’
time – would you like to come?”

Practice Telling Your Story.
The best preparation for sharing your story is to make sure you know it well and your listener can relate it to
where they are with God. Here’s how to do that:


Rehearse it until it becomes natural.



Practice it out loud a few times. Try recording yourself on your phone. Make sure what you’ve said
is clear.



Ask someone for advice. You may want to have another Christian read it and make suggestions for
improvement. Ask them to point out any areas that you need to explain further.



Try it out. Practice sharing your story to a non-Christian friend you trust and receive feedback from
them. Sharing your story in a small group would also be an excellent opportunity to practice and
receive feedback.

Getting Ready to Share Your Story.


Ask Permission. Before you begin to share your story, ask permission. You might say, “Can I tell
you a little bit about my spiritual experience?” Respect their freedom enough for them to say “no” or
“not now”. Our time is not always God’s time.



Build relationships. It may take weeks, months or years - but build relationships with them. Build
on the faith or goodness the person shows you.



Be a good listener. Sharing your story is not meant to be a one-way conversation. It’s a chance to
show you care by listening and taking an interest in the other person’s story. Listen to those whom
you speak to for relatable items to serve as natural bridges into your story or connections you can
bring up later.



Trust that God can work in your inadequacies. That is all we have to offer. Nobody is perfect, but
we give what we have.

“Sharing your story is not meant
to be a one-way conversation.
It’s a chance to show you care
by listening and taking an interest
in the other person’s story.”

Leading into Sharing Your Story.
When you feel ready and comfortable about sharing your story, you may start to contemplate, "When is a
good time to share my story?" "How can I direct a conversation so it will lead to an opportunity to share my
story?"
You may find the following suggestions helpful.


Small talk: Include some "small talk" before discussing spiritual matters. Discuss family, job, hobbies,
interests, etc. Try and find common ground to build upon. Everyone has something that you can share
– even if it is both being raised in a small town, having a similar hobby, or liking the same sports team.



Listen for their concerns: When someone tells you about what they are facing, such as family
problems or stress on the job; you can use these times to show how God/your faith has helped you
through some of the same areas.



Share your own concerns: If you feel comfortable to do so, discuss your own concerns and needs
and use them as a way of introduction. "I used to struggle with my marriage relationship," or, "I used
to allow the pressures at work to get to me. Then I discovered something that made a difference in
my life."



Discuss local/national news: Discuss issues/stories in the news or in your area. "I saw on TV that
drugs and alcohol is a real problem in our country. It seems that people are always looking to find
something that satisfies them."

After You Have Shared Your Story.


Leave the results to God. You are not responsible for what the hearer does with your story. Some
will respond with gladness, and others with silence. A few may become irritated or even critical. Let
God work on them. You may never know how God will move in someone’s life further down the road.
Simply tell your story and trust God to handle the details.



Continue to pray for them. When God gives you the chance to share your story, don’t forget to pray
for those who heard it. Pray that your story would point the hearer to God. Pray that they will have a
hunger and thirst to know more.

Sharing your story is an amazing gift, both for those of us who share the stories, and for those who hear them
afresh with each telling. With that said, if you who still feel overwhelmed - just take a step or two! It doesn’t
have to be all or nothing. Do what you can do. That step or two may make a huge difference in the life of
someone else. You never know! So do what you can and trust God to work through you for His glory. Be
brave!
“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth." Acts 1:8.
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