Denman Consultation
DENMAN PARISH CONSULTATION 
Sunday December 15

PARISH HIGHLIGHTS
WE ARE A COMMUNITY
· We are open to good leadership
· The people are welcoming and friendly
· There is good fellowship in the parish … eg over morning tea
· We work well together a as whole parish
· Faithful communities of people at each centre
· Active women’s guild
· Mothers’ Union

WE CARE
· We are supporting each other in the drought
· We provide care for the aged in our community in care placements
· People involved in home communions and visiting

WE REACH OUT
· The Op Shop provides a good place for people seeking care in the wider community.  It provides both community outreach and funding for the parish.  People “come from everywhere”.  We have plenty of Op Shop volunteers
· Friday morning play group (0 to 5) – lay led
· Every centre has an important role in their local community

WE WORSHIP
· We have a great Harvest Festival each year
· Regular worship provided for the aged
· We have a small choir and 2 good organists
· We celebrate baptisms and first communions 
· 3 LLAs - can lead worship

WE HAVE GOOD PLANT
· Halls at Denman and Martindale are regularly rented and used by the community … they are both good assets

WE WORK TOGETHER
· Church cleaning roster
· Good community of people to pitch in and look after church grounds and rectory
· People help together 
· Guild caters for funerals (and weddings if asked)

PARISH WORRIES or CONCERNS
RESOURCES	
· Having enough funds for ministry
· There are too few of us and we are working hard – we need a new generation
· Everybody is getting older  
· RISK:  Concentration of administration of parish into a very small group  
· The drought has had a deep impact in the parish

AGE PROFILE
· We are getting older and lack young people.
· We would love to have a Sunday School or ministry with children / youth (NB: Jody worked well with younger generation)

WE WORSHIP
· How can we make church meaningful for young people?
Do we need a new service?  We are open to ideas

WE HAVE GOOD PLANT
· Concern that smaller churches might be closed

OTHER
· The sins of the past have affected many people 
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OUR NEW PRIEST
PASTOR
· A people person, who will visit people in need
· A caring pastor who understands people and makes them feel like they matter
· Build pastoral relationships

A LEADER
· Someone to lead
· A delegator
· Wisdom to not to take much on themselves
· Experience 
· Someone who can bring groups together and help them function as they should

A TEAM PLAYER
· Someone who will pitch in and help
· A good community person
· A good communicator 
· Someone who listens (not bossy!)

MINISTRY
· Someone who can work well with children and families
· Someone who can bring new ideas to the congregation
· Bring stability
· Understand the country
· Likes driving

PERSONAL QUALITIES
· Someone who is real and down to earth
· Young at heart and energetic






WHAT WE CAN OFFER
PEOPLE
· Energy
· Volunteers
· Enthusiasm
· Welcome with great country cooking!

MINISTRY
· A passion for Jesus
· An op shop that is operating very well and has a good leader and team

WORSHIP
· Musicians and organists (pipe organ goes well)

PLACE
· Denman is a great town and has a great community
· Good residence and nice churches
· We are proud of our church
· Well-resourced community – local doctors, hospital and allied health (larger services at Muswellbrook (26km away)
· Schools
· Men’s shed
· Community bus, library, golf course, etc
· 2 pubs and 2 clubs

PERSONAL QUALITIES
· Someone who is real and down to earth
· Young at heart and energetic
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