[bookmark: _GoBack]BETHEL BIBLE SERIES AUSTRALIA
(Sponsored by Adult Christian Education Foundation Australia)
https://www.adultchristianeducationfoundationaustralia.org/bethel-information

The Bethel Bible Series aim is to increase adult biblical literacy from a lower high-school level to a lower tertiary level . It is non-denominational and of benefit to anyone in that range or even beyond.
The Bethel Bible Series is the natural starting point to an understanding of the Scriptures, because it is a step-by-step "overview" progression which starts at the book of Genesis, proceeds methodically to the book of Malachi in the Old Testament, covers the 'Intertestamental Period', then journeys through the New Testament from Matthew's Gospel to the book of Revelation.
The course runs over two years. The first year comprises 28 studies of two hours each, covering the Old Testament. The New Testament is similarly covered over the second year. Typically there are four terms of seven studies each year (run concurrently with school terms).
The Bethel Bible Series was deliberately designed to provide the average church member with an enjoyable learning experience because it is pitched within their comprehension ceilings. 

BETHEL BIBILE SERIES – The Reverend John West writes
I encountered Bethel in my Uniting Church days (early 1980s), where I found it an excellent foundation for further studies. Probably the best thing I did!
Its strengths are that:-
· It gives an excellent overview of the whole Bible, enabling students to read individual books in their theological and chronological context.
· It teaches the basics for sound interpretation, including genre, linguistic patterns, and context, avoiding a wooden literalism in understanding the text.
· It is evangelical and treats the Bible as God’s Word to us.
· Home assignments encourage the reading of the whole biblical text.
· Each study is summarised in a picture illustrating the concepts covered in that study.
· Full notes and aids are provided, giving students four A4 folders’ worth of material by the end.
· There are no exams, but occasional tests give students feedback on how they are progressing.
· Those wishing to be teachers have additional notes and assignment work.
· It is inexpensive, currently costing $200 for the full course of notes (folders not provided).
· Students who have completed the course have invariably found it practical and beneficial to their understanding of Scripture and to their personal growth in the Christian faith.
Things that could be improved…
· Although some of the notes have been updated, there are still a few typos, the need for consistently inclusive language, and an updating of the format and some pictures. However  I consider these minor setbacks compared to the benefits of the course. 
Please note that…
· The course requires commitment to attendance at every study (missing a study requires catching up and missing more than two would probably mean dropping out of the course).
· The assignments require a good deal of reading of the biblical text, re-reading the previous study, considering some questions and memorising the concepts in the pictures. (The breaks between terms do allow time for catch-up and give some flexibility for the person running the course to change meeting times on occasions).
· While committing to two years may seem challenging to some students they tend to find that the time is both enjoyable and goes over very quickly.

RUNNING A COURSE
The course is relatively easy to run and mainly involves reading the notes with the students, asking them to highlight important sentences and words, stopping here and there to explain or illustrate further, regularly revising previous studies
Additional notes are provided for leaders, giving useful information in maximising teaching effectiveness and outlining the aims for each study.
It is beneficial for the leaders to do the same reading as the students and to revise previous studies via the picture summaries. 

BRIEF SUMMARY:-
Scope: Old and New Testaments. Improving Bible literacy. Giving an overview of the Bible with sound context for further study. 
Duration: 28 studies per year over two years  (7 studies over 4 terms). 2 hours per study, plus reading assignments for homework.
Cost: $25 each term = $200 in total.
What you need: A Bible (preferably a Study Bible), highlighter and pen, an A4 four-ring folder, $25, commitment to attending all studies.
Other Details: There is a picture for each study summarising its concepts. The approach is evangelical. Sound principles of interpretation are taught to avoid the distortion created by an unnecessarily inflexible literalistic reading of the text. Participants have invariably found that they have grown in their knowledge, appreciation and application of Scripture in their daily lives. 
	 
