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Learning To Preach Like Jesus
I love being a Parish Priest. I love being with people, I enjoy discipling leaders, and I love preaching God’s
Word. Being able to study and deliver a message to God’s people every week is truly one of the greatest
privileges of my calling.
The Apostle Paul writes in I Corinthians 1:21, “It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them
that believe.” For reasons, best known to God alone, he has enlisted preachers to join in the enterprise of
conveying his Word to His people. There is no ministry under heaven so worthwhile, so vitally needed, so
God-blessed as that of preaching the gospel. God’s people need the encouragement, hope, and
perspective of the Scriptures every week. It is the fuel that sustains their joy and hope in Christ.
In 2 Timothy 4:1-2, Paul commands Timothy to “Preach the Word!” The Greek term in the text translated
“preach” is the word “herald.” In the ancient world, a herald was one who took the decree of the king and
declared it to the villagers of the kingdom. A herald simply declared, “The king says…!” He represented the
will and wishes of the king and carried the authority of the king to communicate it without apology. This is
the privilege and power of preaching.
As I stand before the people of God, week after week, teaching and preaching the Word of God, I have a
deep passion to introduce the God of the Bible to the people: the God who is there for them, the God who
loves lost sinners, the God who forgives, the God who welcomes home the wayward child, the God who
restores, the God who gives hope. I want them to know the Jesus who was a tough and determined
revolutionary, who came to overthrow the regime of hell and set the captives free. I want them to see Jesus
as he really is, intriguingly radical and truly authentic. He came to heal the sick, to help the hurting, and to
restore the lost. He made losers winners. Tough men dropped everything to follow Him, and women felt
safe with Him.
The goal in preaching is not be a great preacher but to be an effective preacher. Hitting this goal
consistently is a complicated, multifaceted enterprise that plays with my head and my heart. I am humbled
when I remember that God even spoke through a donkey in the Old Testament.
Whether you are an aspiring preacher or a seasoned veteran, my hope is that this booklet will inspire you
to preach effective sermons not by following ‘Kesh’s’ method, or by referring to some self-help book on
preaching that you can purchase from the bookshops, but simply by following the life of Jesus and his
interactions with individuals and crowds on his journey to the cross. I believe the message of the Gospel
and there is no greater privilege in the world than preaching it.
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Jesus and Preparation
“It was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer to God.”
Luke 6:12 (NIV)
The gospels record many occasions when Jesus would withdraw by himself and pray. Jesus prayed early
in the morning as well as all night. He prayed both before and after the great events of his life, and he
prayed when life was unusually busy. Prayer was at the heart of Jesus’ preparation for the events in his life.
Here are some ways you can prepare for your preaching ministry:



PRAYER IS SERMON PREP: Don’t let any part of the preaching event go uncovered without
prayer. Always pray before you start your sermon preparation. Pray about your delivery as well as
your content. Always ask God to give you the right message for the people who he will bring to
listen to you.



STUDY THE BIBLE EVERY DAY: In a survey taken by ‘Christianity Today’ 72% of preachers that
were surveyed stated that they only studied the Bible when they were preparing for sermons or
lessons. So get in a routine of reading your Bible every day. Use several good commentaries or
Bible study aids to help you and, to the best of your ability, keep up with scholarship.



PREPARATION ON YOUR TOPIC: Make sure that you know what you are talking about. Always
ask the question of yourself as you prepare, ‘so what does any of this mean for the real lives of
those listening?’



HAVE A CLEAR THEME: Can you write on a post-it note, the ONE thing you want each of your
listeners to remember when you have finished?



PREPARE AHEAD: Whenever possible, read the passage you are preaching on well ahead, pray
and live with it for a few days. Listen to what God may be saying to you about the passage and how
to preach it. When that happens, all you need is a place to record the idea.



AVOID CLUTTER: Don’t let people bombard you with trivial parish matters before you preach.
Keep your mind focussed on the sermon.



DELIVERING THE MESSAGE: Focus on two elements: God and your listeners. A sermon is not
really about how you ‘did’ as a communicator; it’s about God’s interaction with his people.



ENLIST A PRAYER TEAM: Have others pray with you/for you before you preach and as you
preach. Ask them to pray specifically for your preparation, and your delivery.

“A sermon is not really about how you
‘did’ as a communicator; it’s about
God’s interaction with his people.”

Jesus and Passion
“The large crowd listened to Jesus with delight.” Mark 12:37 (NIV)
Jesus always preached with passion. So captivating was his teaching that crowds stayed and listened all
day, forgetting to even go home and get something to eat (see Luke 9:10-17). Everyone - from the meekest
peasant farmer to the mightiest political ruler—wanted to hear Jesus. These crowds had never heard anyone
speak to them the way Jesus did. They were spellbound by his delivery.
Our sermons need to come alive! They need to speak from the heart as well as from the head. Passion is
the power, the drive, the energy of the sermon. Without passion the sermon becomes a lecture, an address,
or a moral speech. In our preaching we are not simply Bible explainers we are Bible proclaimers. We are
announcing, declaring, proclaiming good news.


KEEP LEARNING: We have instant access to so many resources. There are 10,000’s of sermons
and books available online. Take a preaching course (there are many good ones online). Read
books on preaching. Read blogs on preaching. Take a class on public speaking, communication
and/or preaching.



INVEST TIME LEARNING THE SCRIPTURES: Read your Bible every day whether you are
preaching or not. The better you know the scriptures the more confident you will be in preaching
them with passion.



LISTEN TO GREAT PREACHERS: Find your three favourite preachers and observe them. Ask
yourself, ‘What do I like about them? How did they introduce the topic? How did they build interest?
What was the basic structure of the sermon? What worked well? What didn’t work so well?’ Grab a
pen and take notes.



BODY LANGUAGE: Use your whole self when you preach: body, mind and spirit. When our hands
do less in the pulpit, we appear awkward and uncomfortable so use gestures and facial
expressions. Think about your body language the last time you watched your team win in the finals you were so moved that you moved!



VARY YOUR VOICE: Don’t be afraid to raise your voice for excitement, make sound effects when
telling a story, whisper in a tender moment, or stand in silence for a few seconds. The tone of your
voice should match the mood of your message. If the words are meant to be joyful then your voice
should be happy. Moving your voice, like moving your body, captures attention.



LOOK PEOPLE IN THE EYE: Eye contact signals engagement, confidence and trust. Eye contact
is especially important if you write out full notes of your sermon. Read through the sermon several
times so that you don’t need to keep reading it word for word. Eye contact also means we can see
how well we are doing – are people listening / engaging with the sermon?



BE INTERESTING: Boring presentations, lifeless information, and passionless points will sail right
over the head of your listeners. It’s absolutely imperative that you have accurate biblical content; but
it’s equally important to present it in a way that connects with your listeners.



AVOID FILLER WORDS. Filler words like, “um,” “Err, “make you sound unconfident. Recording
your bad habits is a good way to eliminate them.



PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE: Make sure you have time marked out for practicing your
sermon. Read your manuscript or outline again and again. Preach it in your head or to the wall or to
your infant or to your dog or to the air, multiple times. Know your material well. Some preachers find
it helpful to go into the church building, during the week, and practicing preaching their sermon out
loud to an empty church.



PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: Practicing your sermon also allows you to firstly, see how it flows.
Secondly, it shows you how long it is going to go for. Thirdly, it shows you your weak areas that you
need to work on.



GET FEEDBACK: Nothing will improve your preaching like good, honest feedback. Ask your friends
or fellow staff members for critique. Listen to what they say, take the good points and the bad and
you will learn a lot. If you are a solo pastor, make friends with other local pastors and evaluate one
another. Listen, adjust and grow.



SELF REFLECTION: Do immediate reflection as soon as possible after teaching or preaching. Jot
down: ‘What worked well? What needs to be changed?’



RECORD YOURSELF: Another great way to self-reflect is to record yourself preaching. Replay the
video and mute the volume and evaluate what you are communicating with your body? Identify any
distracting habits that you need to get rid of.



BE PATIENT WITH YOURSELF: Give yourself permission to grow. There’s no substitute for time in
the pulpit to find your voice, develop your skills, and learn from experience. Take the long view of
your preaching. Don’t drown in despair because your first few sermons didn’t go as well as you
planned? Be humble and try again.



NEVER FORGET WHO IT’S ABOUT: The foundation of your passion is relationship - your own
relationship with Jesus Christ.

“Our sermons need to come alive! They
need to speak from the heart as well as
from the head. Passion is the power,
the drive, the energy of the sermon.”

Jesus and People’s Needs
"The Lord has put his Spirit in me, because he appointed me to tell the Good News to the poor. He has
sent me to tell the captives they are free and to tell the blind that they can see again. God sent me to free
those who have been treated unfairly and to announce the time when the Lord will show his kindness"
(Luke 4:18-19 NCV).
When Jesus preached his first sermon at Nazareth, he read from the prophet Isaiah to announce what the
preaching agenda of his ministry would be: Notice his entire emphasis on meeting needs and healing hurts.
Preaching to ‘people’s needs’ is often criticised in some circles as a cheapening of the Gospel and playing
with people’s emotions. I want to state this in the clearest way possible: beginning a sermon with people’s
needs is not some modern approach invented in the 21 st century it is the way Jesus always preached. It’s
based on the theological fact that God chooses to reveal himself to people according to their needs.


START WITH PEOPLE: Sermons have to take people from their reality to the revelation of God’s
standard. As you begin to prepare to write your sermon, instead of asking, “What shall I preach on?”
Ask yourself, “To whom will I be preaching too?”



WHAT ARE THEIR NEEDS: What are their greatest pains, fears, failures? What are their
concerns? When you know your listeners your preaching will naturally flow out of your compassion
for them. Also, by beginning with people’s needs when you preach, you immediately gain the
attention of your listeners.



CONNECT THE TEXT: How does, what I am preparing to preach on, speak to the needs of my
listeners? How can I connect the Bible passage in a way that reflects their needs and hurts?



PREACH TO YOURSELF: Preachers have the same struggles as everyone else in living out the
Christian life. So every sermon should be rooted in the preacher's recognition that he is forgiven and
loved, and the love and mercy of God must be at the heart of the message.



KEEP UP WITH THE NEWS: Keep abreast of local, national, and international news that might
affect your listeners. In preaching, it doesn’t hurt to use contemporary events as illustrations.
People respond to your message best when you relate to their interests and familiar areas of life.



WHEN PREACHING AWAY: Find out, in advance, about the church and it’s people. Much of this
fact-finding can be accomplished by searching the internet or by simply speaking ahead of time to
someone familiar with the context of the location where you will be preaching.

Jesus and Storytelling
“Jesus used stories when he spoke to the people. He did not tell them anything without using stories.”
(Matthew 13:34 CEV)
When it comes to storytelling - Jesus was the master storyteller and always used stories in His preaching.
Jesus knew how to weave a story to communicate his message in a memorable and powerful way. Not
only did these stories make Jesus’ preaching more memorable, they also connected in much more
profound way.
Sometimes, preachers forget that the Bible is essentially a book of stories. This is how God has chosen to
communicate his Word, his truths, his love, to human beings.


STORIES SAY IT BEST: Storytelling holds people’s attention and brings your sermon points to life.
A good emotional or dramatic story can really help illustrate your main point and connect to the
hearts of your listeners.



STORIES STIR OUR EMOTIONS: They impact us in ways that rules and opinions never do. A
great story can bring people to laughter, tears, or cheers. Preachers need to reshape how they
present God’s story in a way that contemporary listeners can understand.



STORIES HELP US REMEMBER: Long after a preacher’s sermon is forgotten, people will
remember the stories of the sermon and will probably go on sharing that story with others.



SPEAK TO EVERYONE: Football stories are awesome, and about 30% of the audience really
relate to them. You have a diverse audience – that calls for diverse application and varied
illustrations. Make sure your message is sensitive to all of your listeners.



ADD SOME VISUALS: A relevant picture or a short video clip in the middle or at the end of the
message can help strengthen your sermon. When using PowerPoint, keep each slide to a single
point or image. Cluttered slides add distraction. Use quality images. Old, badly designed, poor
resolution images are a distraction. There are many great images online.



DON’T LET THE STORY TAKE OVER: If you take all day to get to the point, your listeners will
have forgotten the point, will be tired of listening, and will lose interest.



SPEAK IN POINTS: Most sermons try to cover too much information, so pick a point or two or three
and stick to it. If you preach for 8- 10 minutes there is only time to make 1 point. If you preach for
10-15 minutes there is time to make two points. If you preach for 20 minutes you can normally fit in
three points in the sermon. Sermon points help the listener to better remember the sermon and is
easy to repeat and quote.

USE INTRODUCTIONS
When Jesus preached he always started with an introduction to draw people into his story. Consider some
of the introductions Jesus uses in his preaching: “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.”
“There was a man who had two sons.” “Consider the lilies?” It’s almost like he’s saying, "Hey, did you hear
the one about..." and then he would tell a story to teach a truth.


USE STRIKING INTRODUCTIONS: The beginning of your sermon should immediately capture your
listener’s attention. The purpose of your introduction is to draw people into the message of your
sermon. Try to keep you introductions to 2 or 3 minutes.



START WITH A STATEMENT: A quick story, a shocking statistic, a tragedy or something that has
happened locally or nationally in the past week.



START WITH A PROBLEM: Struggling with debt, their marriage is going through difficulty, having
doubts about their faith. Highlighting a problem creates tension in a room. People will nod their
heads in agreement. You have their attention now.



INVITE ENGAGEMENT: People love being part of the sermon so find ways to include them. Take
a poll by raising hands. Ask them to do something like stand, sit, jump.

Make sure that whatever method you use it is connected to what you are about to preach.

USE PERSONAL STORIES
Preachers are often afraid to share their own life stories because they think, in some way, it might make
them look vulnerable. Our own life stories help our listeners to connect with the sermon. If your family is
comfortable with it (ask their permission), share personal or family stories of happy times and times of
struggle – it can be an important way to show that the preacher is human too!


PERSONAL STORIES HUMANISE US: Don’t pretend like you have it all together. Share stories of
how you failed. Talk about how you have been personally effected by something recently. Let
people know that following Jesus is not easy even for the preacher. When you appropriately share
your struggles, mistakes and failures, and communicate from a place of humble brokenness, you
will make a far greater impact on your congregation.



PERSONAL STORIES AND YOUR FAMILY: Using family stories to make a point can be fun but
always check with family members before using them in an illustration. It can be hard for adults and
unbearable for children as they can often become the object of ridicule.

Jesus and Language
“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father
feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” (Matthew 6:26 NIV)
Jesus didn’t use technical or theological language he spoke in simple everyday terms that people could
understand. Jesus talked of birds, flowers, lost coins. He spoke about bread, fishes, trees, pearls, farmers,
buildings. He spoke about the things that really mattered in people’s lives like money, finance, marriage,
sex, and relationships, how to overcome worry and fear. He didn’t use complicated illustrations that only
clever people could understand or use fancy quotes from famous theologians. Jesus taught profound
truths in simple ways.


KEEP IT SIMPLE: Simple preaching doesn’t mean you have to water down the message. It means
you have to teach as if those listening to your sermon know nothing about God, Christianity or the
Bible. For the newcomer sat at the back or the non-believer this may be your only chance to reach
that person with your sermon. Keep it simple, direct, and punchy.



DON’T USE JARGON: If you are saying words like, “sanctification,” “incarnation,”
transubstantiation,” explain what these precious words mean? Don’t make people feel that they
need a dictionary to understand what you are talking about. Even words that you think are common
knowledge like, “salvation,” glory,” “sin,” may need explanation to the newcomer or non-believer.



DON’T USE MANY QUOTES: The sermon is not an essay. Using quotes from popular movies i.e.
Forrest Gump, are more helpful than quotes from famous theologians that the majority of your
listeners may never have heard of.



DON’T OVERLOAD THEM WITH INFORMATION: Keep the body of the sermon simple. What is
your overarching point that you are trying to communicate? Stick to the point otherwise you will lose
them in information overload.



DON’T ASSUME THEY KNOW THE BIBLE: Don’t assume people are familiar with the passage.
Even regular attenders don’t necessarily know their Bible.



DON’T BE A CROWD PLEASER. The sermon is not a platform to show off your academic
credentials so be careful of using language that your listeners won’t understand. Avoid using Greek
or Hebrew in your message unless it is to make a strong point of what the original text says as
opposed to the translation. It is a congregation, not a theology lecture! (Unless you are preaching in
a University!)

“Jesus didn’t use technical or
theological language he spoke in
simple everyday terms that people
could understand.”

Jesus and Humour
“It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.”
(Mark 10:25 ESV)
Jesus often used humour in his preaching to make a point. It may not seem that funny to us today, but to
the people who heard Jesus say these things, they would have laughed at the ludicrousity of his stories.
By using humour in this way, Jesus exposed hypocrisy and spiritual pride. Proverbs 17:22 says, “A joyful
heart is good medicine,” so let’s not talk about a boring God with lifeless sermons and give people the
impression that God has no personality. God created laughter…it’s fine for it to happen in church.


HUMOUR GRABS ATTENTION: A timely joke or a funny anecdote has the power to regain the
focus of a person whose mind has drifted from the sermon to what they are going to eat for lunch.



HUMOUR KILLS BOREDOM: A simple interception of humour can spice up your sermon. Laughter
breaks down the walls of hard to reach people and bring them back for more and keep them
attentive to your sermon.



HUMOUR MAKES YOU LOOK HUMAN: When preachers joke about themselves it helps your
listeners to know that you are human too.



HUMOUR CAN HELP TO SOFTEN HARD TRUTHS: Humour helps to soften people’s hearts and
prepare them for moments when you need to ‘tell it like it is’. The best preachers have you rolling in
the aisle one minute and hit you with a hard truth the next.



BE SENSITIVE: If a joke could even slightly be seen as demeaning towards a person’s gender,
race, religion, nationality, sexual orientation, or any other sensitive subject, drop it! Don’t allow the
joke to hijack the sermon. Tell it. Laugh about it. Then use it as a bridge to your next point. We are
not in the pulpit to be comedians!

Jesus and Questions
“Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?” (Matthew 6:27 NIV)
Do you know that in the Gospels Jesus asks 307 questions? He is asked 183 questions of which he only
answers 3. Rather than tell everyone the answer right away, Jesus led his listeners to conclusions by
asking a lot of questions. Jesus knew that asking questions was a far more effective way to engage
people, to help them discover truth, to help them come to their own conclusions, and to make their own
decisions, than it ever would be to tell them what to do.
By asking questions you engage people’s minds. The ‘thinking it through’ helps them to draw closer to God
and better understand, not just the answer, but themselves.


ASKING TEACHES US ABOUT PEOPLE: As they answer your questions, you are learning more
about the people with whom you are talking: how much do they really know? You discover
something new about your listeners. You learn where they stand on certain views. How they see
the world, politics, life.



ASKING DEVELOPS: Questions stimulate critical thinking. They invite people to participate in the
sermon because they ask people to think with you. Asking good questions makes the congregation
hungry to find the answers.



ASKING IS EFFECTIVE: In your sermon, don’t just tell people the answers, lead them to discover
the truth by asking the right questions.



ASKING JOGS MEMORIES: They might remember something that helped them in the past that
they had forgotten about. Or they might remember someone else who had a similar experience and
how they dealt with it.



ASKING ENGAGES: Most people love to answer questions about themselves. Ask questions the
other person will enjoy answering. Whether people answer it or not, their grey matter is likely mulling
it over, and may continue to do so long after the conversation has ended.



ASKING COMMUNICATES VALUE: By asking for input from others, we are telling them that what
they say is important to us. By extension we are saying that they are important.



ASKING AIDS IMAGINATION: What would it look like to be in a place where "there will be neither
sorrow nor crying anymore?"

“Questions stimulate critical thinking.
They invite people to participate in
the sermon because they ask people
to think with you.”

Jesus and Scripture
“You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear
witness about me.” (John 5:39 ESV)
Jesus constantly referred to Scripture as he taught and preached. The Bible says that When Jesus spoke,
“the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him” (Luke 4:20 ESV). Good preaching ALWAYS fixes the
eyes of those who hear on Jesus.


FOCUS ON THE WORD: The power of the gospel is why you are there and why you preach. When
a preacher fails to preach from Scripture, the listener no longer hears a Word from God but only
another word from a person. The sermon is not a time to preach on your favourite poems, books,
authors or inspiration messages from Pinterest without any reference to the Good News of Jesus.



TRUST THE WORD: Always let the scripture to speak for itself, and expound what the original
author intended to say (exegesis). In other words, bring ‘then and there’ to ‘now and here’.



APPLY THE WORD: A good preacher will always draw practical applications out of his sermon.
Without it, your listeners will be left wondering what they are supposed to do with your message? If
the sermon was confronting, without an application, they will simply feel judged and condemned.
The one question we must always be asking ourselves is: “How can they apply what they have
learned?”



KEEP TO THE WORD: Don’t bore your audience with contextual trivia. Resist the temptation to
say everything you now know about ancient Middle Eastern food, geography, and religion. Delete
every context comment that does not directly contribute to your main point.



PREACH CHRIST: Every sermon we preach, no matter the text, should be a bridge to the Gospel
of Jesus. He is the whole gospel. His person, his ministry, and work must be our theme. We are not
called to proclaim philosophy and metaphysics. A sermon is not a ‘Ted Talk’. Jesus preached
himself, and we must preach him too.



DON’T AVOID THE OLD TESTAMENT: Remember that this was Jesus' Bible! The New
Testament by itself is not enough. We cannot fully understand the New Testament without the
background from the Old Testament.



DON’T MAKE UNSUBSTANTIATED CLAIMS: Back up what you are saying with verses from the
Bible.



WORK ON YOUR ANGLE: Tell your listeners something they don’t know? How can I preach on
something they know so well that gives them a new angle on something?



MAKE THE CONNECTION: What is a sermon for? To show your listeners how the scriptures, and
the teachings of the Church can illuminate and transform their own lives in their particular
circumstances.

Jesus and ‘How to…’
“Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise.” (Luke 10:37 NIV)
Jesus always ended his preaching with a call to respond. What people need today is less ‘you ought-to do
this’ sermons and more ‘how-to do this’ sermons. The deepest kind of teaching is that which makes a
difference in people’s day-to-day lives. The Bible was not given to increase our knowledge but to change
our lives. Preaching should be transformational not just informational!



PREACH FOR A RESPONSE: How did this text apply back then and how does the original
message of this text apply today?



PREACH TO INSPIRE ACTION: What do you want people to do as the result of hearing your
sermon? Is there an example for them to follow? Is there a habit to change, start or stop? Is there
an attitude to correct? Is there a truth to believe?



PREACH IN REPETITION: Sometimes people need to hear something many times over before it
fully sinks in. Teachings that get repeated get remembered.



PREACH MEMORABLE SAYINGS: Jesus spoke poetically. He often used catchy sayings and
plays on words. Craft memorable statements. Make the main point easy to remember. If your
people remember the sermon, they will be able to take it with them wherever they go.



PREACH EXAMPLES: Don’t just tell me to be a better father, use an illustration to show me how?
Don’t just tell me to read my Bible, teach me how to do it. Don’t just tell me to pray more, tell a story
to inspire me to action.

“What people need today is less
‘you ought-to do this’ sermons and
more ‘how-to do this’ sermons.”

Jesus and Integrity
“Teacher," they said, "we know that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in
accordance with the truth.” (Matthew 22:16 NIV)
The last step to preaching sermons is where your character and integrity come into play. Luke 4:32 tells
us, “They were amazed at His (Jesus) teaching, because his words had authority.” Jesus’ authority didn’t
come from his Bible college degree or his ministry position, his authority came because it was obvious to
people that he lived by the words he spoke. In other words, he didn’t just talk the talk, but walked the walk.


PRACTICE WHAT YOU PREACH: Don’t just speak about how ‘God calls us to live’ but live it out by
example, by living a life of integrity, living a steadfast, upright, and holy life. You may be able to
preach like Billy Graham, but if you don’t live out your preaching in your daily life – then it will
amount to nothing. Far too many preachers fall because their private life does not line up with their
preaching life.



WALK YOUR TALK: Jesus didn’t just teach on prayer, he often withdrew to pray (Luke 5:16). Jesus
didn’t just teach on loving sinners; he had dinner with them (Matthew 9:10-12). Jesus lived out what
he said. People want to know: Do you have an authentic relationship with Jesus Christ? Do you
really practice what you preach?



PRAY REGULARLY: Pray that God will keep you humble. Pray that God will keep you strong.
Pray that God will protect you and keep you from temptation. Pray that God will use you to speak
his truths to the world. A preacher who knows his God, speaks from the heart of God and will be a
great preacher. Your sermon will be powerful and authoritative because it’s coming from a genuine
place.



BE GENUINE: When you are genuinely passionate about what your preaching about it will show! If
the message has not changed you, it will not change your listeners. People are longing for a
preacher who is genuine – somebody who lives, sleeps, and breathes what they preach.

Your inner-character and integrity will be your most valuable tool when it comes to preaching. Great
preachers don’t ‘fake it til they make it’, they live it!

Rev Kesh Rico Govan.
Canon for Fresh Expression and Ministry Innovation.

