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Maitland: 

East Maitland is part of the City of Maitland, the fastest growing regional city in New South Wales. 

Maitland’s population in 2018 was 83,203. This represents an increase of 16,959 people (25.6%) from 
the 2008 total of 66,244 people.   With an annual growth rate of approximately 5% per annum, Maitland 
is one of the fastest growing regions in Australia. 
 
Geographically, it is situated at the head of navigation of the Hunter River, some 26 km upstream from 
the river’s entrance at Nobby’s (Newcastle). It is central to a rich agricultural hinterland and services a 
rapidly expanding mining industry.  
 
Like any large regional city, facilities in Maitland are located across the city and a false impression might be 
gained by a prospective priest, if he/she were to view a list of only those services and resources contained within 
East Maitland Parish boundaries.  

Two obvious examples are the general hospital and ambulance service. The Maitland Hospital is located in the 
Parish of Maitland whilst Telarah/Rutherford and Beresfield/Thornton Parishes have ambulance stations. East 
Maitland has neither but is well serviced by the facilities in neighbouring parishes. More than often, the location 
of these facilities is historic.    A new state of the art hospital is currently under construction, located in Metford, 
adjacent to East Maitland. 

East Maitland was developed originally as the “government town” and as a consequence, contains many historic 
and impressive government buildings. Examples are the Gaol, the neighbouring Courthouse complex, the Lands 
Board Office with of course the crowning glory being the magnificent Church of St Peter. The original high schools 
( Maitland Boy’s High  {Maitland High} & Maitland Girl’s High {Maitland Grossmann High} ) are both located in 
East Maitland. Additionally, there is a K-12 Grammar school.  Newcastle University, is just a twenty minute drive, 
with a direct rail service from both East Maitland & Victoria Street stations. 

(West) Maitland developed as the business centre and many equally impressive buildings reflect this commercial 
origin. Likewise, it contains the CBD although recent years have seen large retail malls built in the residential 
precincts in the east and west, the largest being Stockland’s ‘Greenhills’, centrally located in East Maitland Parish.  

 St Peter’s East Maitland 
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88.9% of Maitland’s citizens were born in Australia and of the remaining 11.1%, 3.4% were born in either the 
United Kingdom, New Zealand or Ireland. Only 3.7% indicated they came from a non-English speaking 
background.  

There are five (5) Anglican parishes wholly or partly in Maitland City, the following table details the provision of 
Governmental and community facilities within the Maitland City geographic area. 

 PARISH 
 East 

Maitland 
Maitland Morpeth Telarah 

Rutherford 
Beresfield 
Thornton 

Maitland City Council Offices  X    
Maitland Art Gallery  X    
Council Works Depot X     

Council Swimming Pools X X   X 
Australian Electoral Commission X     

Centrelink  X    
Fire Stations X X X X  X 

General Hospital  X    
Private Hospital X     

Ambulance    X X 
Police Stations  X   X 

Mineral Resources Dept  X X   
Lands Department X     

Traffic Infringement Bureau X     
Roads & Traffic Authority X     
State Emergency Service X   X  

MLA for Maitland  X    
Community Health X     

Technical & Further Education 
College 

X     

Public High Schools  XX   X X 
Private High Schools XX XX    

Public Schools XXXX XXXX XXX XX XXXXX 
Private Schools 

(infants/Primary) 
XXX X X X X 

Day Care / Pre–Schools XXXXX XXX X XXXX XXX 
Roman Catholic Churches X XX X X X 

Uniting Churches X XX X   
Presbyterian Churches X X  X X 

Samaritans Drop in Centre X     
Mindaribba Local Aboriginal 

Land Council 
X     

Retirement Villages/Homes XX XX  X  
NRMA X     
Banks XXX XXXX    

Bowling Clubs X X  X X 
Golf Clubs X    X 
RSL Clubs X (rooms) X    

Leagues Club  X    
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History: 

The Anglican Parish of East Maitland is one of the oldest parishes in Australia, dating back to 1834 with the 
appointment of George Keylock Rusden as priest. Initially, the district was known as ‘Wallis Plains’ and what is 
today ‘East Maitland’, was established in 1829 as a government town, surveyed by George Boyle White under 
instructions from Sir Thomas Mitchell and known simply as ‘Maitland’. At the same time, a purpose-built school 
house was erected by the Church of England on Stockade Hill. This school house doubled as a place of worship 
until the erection of the first Church of St Peter in 1840. This original church stood in the curtilage of the present 
churchyard until it was demolished in 1890. Its successor, the Blacket designed, decorated Gothic styled church 
was erected between 1884 and 1886, is the dominant feature of the St Peter’s group which includes the Parish 
Hall (1840) and the Rectory (1860). 

European settlement of the Hunter Valley was delayed by the presence of a penal settlement at Newcastle and 
the first land grants were not made until 1821. (East) Maitland was a government town designed to act as a 
‘springboard’ for settlement of the northern reaches of the State. At the establishment of (East) Maitland Parish 
in 1834, the boundaries included the entirety of the Hunter Valley. The present day boundaries became more 
or less established with the subdivision of Hinton and West Maitland parishes, respectively in 1837 and 1838 
and then Morpeth at little later. 

           East Maitland Parish Boundaries (2012)  

The  
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Church: 

St Peter’s is without doubt, one of the most beautiful parish churches, not just in Newcastle Diocese, but in 
Australia. It is probably easier, just to let the pictures tell the story: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Peters – Northern Profile 

The Marble & Alabaster Pulpit 

     The Lectern 

The Nave, Chancel & Sanctuary                      St Peter’s 
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The Rectory: 

The Rectory was built in 1860 but has been altered several times, generally to accommodate the large families 
of some rectors.  It has been renovated on a number of occasions and meets the standards set by the Diocese 
for Priest accommodation. It has a modern garage with accommodation for two vehicles. 

The Rectory is situated on the northern side of the Church with open verandahs on the eastern and northern 
sides, the western verandah enclosed. The rooms are comfortable and spacious with French doors opening from 
the sitting room onto the paved verandah. The Priest’s office is situated to the immediate left of the front 
entrance from a central hall. It has a large kitchen and a separate Breakfast Room. 

The Rectory fittings are of red cedar.   Most floors are polished boards. 

Like the Parish Hall, the architect of the Rectory is unknown but it is typical of early (Australian) Victorian 
architecture with double brick exterior walls and a slated roof.  

                             The 1876 Willis Organ 

The Columbariums 

The magnificent flooring of the Chancel 
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The Rectory (Continued): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Hall 

Northern Verandah 

              Bathroom 

Formal Dining Room 

Formal Dining Room Sitting Room 

Entry Hall 

                 Bathroom 
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The Parish Hall: 

The Parish Hall (circa 1840) was originally a school house and is substantially as it was first constructed with the 
addition of toilet facilities on the northern verandah and the Parish Office added to the eastern end. For a time 
it was leased to the Lands Department until their new accommodation adjacent was completed. 

The School Master’s residence is intact and until recently added to the Parish income as a rental property, the 
concern being the steep access stairs and the lack of a fire-rated floor above the Parish Hall’s commercial kitchen. 
The dormer windows present a picturesque street-scape! 

The Hall is used constantly for Parish functions and is used for many Parish activities, ie Playgroup, Music Time, 
Community Meal, Emergency Relief, etc. 

 

Saint Peter’s Op Shop: 

The building that is now used as Saint Peter’s Op Shop began life as an Army barracks at Greta, later becoming 
home to migrant refugees after WWII, only to be converted into St Mark’s at Eastville. It then beame a Youth 
Hall, home to the Sunday School and the Samaritans who conducted a ‘Drop-in Centre’, distributing food and 
providing counselling to Maitland’s needy.  The Drop In Centre became Saint Peter’s Emergency Relief, working 
out of the Parish Hall every Thursday.   The building has been utilised as an Op Shop since November 2017, a 
very successful venture that helps those in need and also provides income for maintenance of the church. 

 

 

 

Sitting Room 

                   St Peter’s Parish Hall 

St Peter’s Youth Centre 
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The Parish Family: 

Our Regular Service Times: 

        Saturday Eucharist 6:00pm 
        Sunday Eucharist 7:30am 

  Sung Eucharist 
 
9:30am 
  

        Wednesday Eucharist 8.00am 

        Friday  
 
First Friday Service - designed for people 
with mobility difficulties 

10:30am 

Parish Groups: 

Choir – under the tutelage of Evanne Sherringham, the Choir leads St Peter’s worship at special 
events and celebrations 

St Peter’s Plagroup – meets weekly during school term for pre-schoolers and their 
parents/carers. 

St Peter’s Music Time – meets weekly during school term for pre-schools and their 
parents/carers. 

St Peter’s Fun Time – meets monthly during school term – a step up from the pre-schoolers 

Religious Education in Schools – together with other denominations, provides religious education 
to primary school children. The Parish is also actively involved with the Maitland District Christian 
Education Association, an ecumenical group that employ teachers to teach RE at Maitland & 
Rutherford High Schools 

Samaritans – Counselling and Emergency Relief 

Pastoral Care Team – care for parishioners 

Mother’s Union – Christian concern for families world-wide – meets monthly 

Men’s Fellowship – meets monthly – dinner and guest speaker 

Home Discussion Groups – an opportunity to meet informally in a relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere to study the Bible and explore our faith 

Aged Care MInistry  –  Services are held at Aged Care facilities in East Maitland, Maitland and 
Rutherford, on a monthly basis. 

The Parish Council has responsibility for ensuring all facets of Parish Life can be financed, 
including the long-term maintenance of our heritage group of buildings.   Under the guiding hand 
of the Rector the congregational family has responsibility for the spiritual and physical needs of 
both the Parish family and the community at large.  It would be expected that a ‘new’ Parish Priest 
at St Peter’s would further the development of this process! 

The Parish Council at St Peter’s is very conscious of its responsibility to maintain our magnificent 
group of heritage buildings but without inhibiting stewardship of God’s ‘work’ in this place.  Saint 
Peter’s Church, Saint Peter’s Parish Hall, and the Rectory are all Heritage listed, allowing us access 
to apply for Heritage funding. 
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In 2009, a $90,000 drainage system was installed to ensure that water no longer enters the 
Church, damaging the stonework and furnishings. In 2011 the Church was completely rewired at 
a cost of some $62,000. This cost included the provision of architecturally sympathetic ceiling 
fans in the north and south ambulatories.  

Whilst St Peter’s East Maitland is, like most of those in the Anglican community, principally an 
aging congregation, there have been encouraging signs in recent years with increases in the 
number of communions administered, and the introduction of Petrus Community Church that 
meets at 5 pm on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month, targeting families with a more relaxed 
style of worship.   

Events that have been introduced or reintroduced include: 

∙ An ecumenical ‘Sunrise’ Easter service at Stockade Hill with the Catholic, Presbyterian & 
Uniting Church congregations. 

∙ An ‘All Souls Day’ service with personal invitations made to recently bereaved families. 
∙  A monthly parish newsletter called  ‘Cross & Keys’ now keeps parishioners informed on 

activities and provides general information on services and outreach 
∙ An active ‘Mission’s’ programme. 
∙ A Children’s Music Festival where schools are invited to sing & play for their parents and 

the broader community in the ambient confines of our beautiful Church. 
∙ The introduction of a ‘First Friday Service’ for persons with mobility problems. 
∙ A ‘card ministry’ whereby hand-made cards are distributed to parishioners to help 

celebrate birthdays, anniversaries and other important occasions 

  
The style of liturgy at St Peter’s could be best described as ‘Anglo Catholic’ but with a ‘relaxed’ style.  

We are blessed with a magnificent Henry Willis pipe organ (1876) and several competent organists 
who, under the guidance of Mrs Evanne Sherringham, our Director of Music and our Worship and 
Music Leader, provide a high quality adjunct to our praise of God through  liturgy and music. 

Our worship is enhanced by the special celebration of Christian Festivals with choral and liturgical 
content. An example is the presentation of  “Nine Lessons & Carols” during Advent. 

We would hope and pray that the priest called to become the Incumbent at Saint Peter’s will enable 
us to continue to grow in God through continued faith in Jesus! 


