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WELCOME TO
THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF

KOTARA SOUTH
BRIEF HISTORY The Parish started as a branch of All Saints, New Lambton in 1951.
About 1955, a small group of residents started Sunday Schools using their own homes and
garages. These pioneers later arranged the purchase of two adjacent blocks of land in
Joslin Street, Kotara South and the first church services were held in a Nissan hut erected
on the site. The foundation stone of the present church was laid in 1960. A Parish Hall was
added in 1968. The Rectory was blessed in 1973; and the Church was consecrated in
December 1977.

THE PARISH HALL
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OUR PARISH PEOPLE
The current Parish Register currently lists 121
individuals. Many are over 60 years of age and a few
are not regular attenders, but we are trying to build a
group of young families with ‘mainly music’ and ‘Messy
Church’.
There are currently 64 sets of weekly giving envelopes
on issue. Five of our Congregation are licensed to
administer the Chalice.
Our worship patterns, at all services, usually involve lay
people who take part in the readings, some prayers,
music and other sections of the service. Sunday morning services are traditional Anglican
Eucharist based and the Sunday evening service is much less formal. We have one
organist and our 9.00am service is a sung Eucharist. The Sunday Evening Service is a
relaxed more contemporary one which uses video for most of the songs.
A dedicated group carry out minor building repairs, church/hall cleaning and other domestic
issues. We have a few retired priests in the congregation who assist on occasions.
THE PARISH AREA

LOCAL FACILITIES and INSTITUTIONS
Primary Schools at Kotara South, Bel Air and Garden Suburb. A Roman Catholic school
also operates nearby.
Kotara High School
Small local shopping centre
Westfield Shopping Centre
Garden Suburb Nursing Home
Three bus routes and CityRail trains pass through the suburb.
Kotara Bowling Club
Several sporting groups have facilities in the area.
John Hunter Hospital and several private hospitals are in adjacent suburbs.
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OUR PARISH GROUPS
• Two Mother’s Union groups – one meets by day, the other in the evening.
• FROG’s Group (Friends of the Good Shepherd – mixed group)
• Craft Group
• Retired Friends
• Mainly Music
• Messy Church (Intermittent)
• Lymington Village Home Church Group
• Cursillo
• 2 Bible Study groups
OFFICE BEARERS
Our present structure contains
Three Wardens plus seven Parish Councillors
The above ten persons with the Priest and Mission Secretary comprise the Parish Council.
We also have
AS&DF Representative
Samaritans Representative
Pew Sheet Editor
Parish Recorder
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PARISH FINANCES
A copy of the last annual profit/loss statement is attached.
The Parish is currently debt free; but finances are becoming more difficult with diminishing
numbers in our congregation.
A number of fund-raising activities has helped maintain financial viability. These include:
Annual Fair, Bus Trips, Dinners, Donations from our active groups, Mission Stall.
The Parish, together with the local Baptist, Uniting and Roman Catholic Churches currently
supports the Kotara Christian Education Association Inc. so that a paid teacher can provide
Christian education in Kotara High School.
THE CHALLENGES AHEAD OF US
The Parish area, settled in the 1950s, is currently undergoing a period of change. Many of
the older residents are being replaced with new families while a number of town houses are
also adding to the local population. In past years, we have enjoyed a strong visiting
programme, but little has been done in recent years.
We have an ageing congregation and rely on a relatively small group of volunteers for our
various groups. The ‘advertising’ of our services, programmes and what we have to offer
has not been extensive, but we have a Church Notice-Board which is changed each week.
OUR SPIRITUAL FUTURE
In looking to the future, we would suggest our needs are:
•
Flexible ministry – maintaining traditional and more contemporary worship.
•
Outreach, especially to Young People & new families – our facilities for primary
school children require development
•
Re-establishment of young people education programmes to build on our ‘Mainly
Music’ & ‘Messy Church’ groups
•
Encouraging participation – both by those currently active and for those with latent
potential. We wish to foster commitment by involvement.
•
Teaching in various styles - for the entire Parish.

THE RECTORY
The Rectory is a brick/veneer
building situated in Melissa
Avenue – less than five
minutes drive from the church.
It is surrounded by modern
homes. It was blessed in 1973.
There are four bedrooms, a
large L-shaped dining-lounge
room,
modern
kitchen,
bathroom and extra toilet.
There is a separate study.
Refurbishment of the Rectory
is under review.

5|Page

STATISTICS FOR 2018
Population within Parish boundary – approximately 10,000
(From 2016 Census QuickStats Sheet)

Baptisms
1
Marriages
0
Funerals
7
Acts of Church Communion
3,404
House Communions
17
Average Sunday attendance
60
Christmas Communicants
87
Easter Communicants
80
Total Church attendance (incl Funerals) 4,607
No Confirmation service was held in 2018.

SERVICES
Sundays

7.30am Eucharist 9.00am Sung Eucharist
Combined Service 9.00am 1st Sunday each month
5pm Contemporary Service
Every Wednesday 10am Eucharist

`

THE FUTURE WITH OUR NEW RECTOR
We wish to make welcome a Pastor who will become our guide,
companion and friend on the ongoing spiritual journey of
worship, praise, learning, care and outreach – particularly
outreach.

Thank you for taking the time to consider our
Parish, its future and its spiritual needs.
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