Caring for Your Parish

Caring For Your Parish
The Church is a family! The Church, your church, any church, is a family of those who gather around
Jesus Christ as Lord and seek God’s grace in order to serve him through serving one another and the wider
community. Jesus has brought us into this glorious family and every one of us belong and have a place in
the Body of Christ.
All through the Epistles, the letters to the churches, you find reference to the ministry of one person to
another in the church. “Be devoted to one another in love. Honour one another above yourselves.” Romans
12:10. “Accept one another…” Romans 15:7. “…serve one another…” Galatians 5:13. “…be patient,
bearing with one another in love.” Ephesians 4:2. “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other…” Ephesians 4:32. “In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ
Jesus:” Philippians 2:5. “…forgive one another…” Colossians 3:13. “Teach and counsel each other …”
Colossians 3:16. “…love one another…” almost two dozen times! The biblical model is the people of the
church taking care of the people of the church. It involves the ministry of the whole body to the whole body.
Ministry is not limited to just the priest and/or paid staff, but every person is called to be involved in ministry.
The church is not a church when it is just people who come to hear a sermon. A church involves people
teaching, giving, and serving on committees, visiting the housebound and the sick and the care of people
who are going through the storms of life. It’s helping those with emotional, physical, spiritual or financial
needs. It’s ministering to the broken-hearted, the grieving, the overwhelmed and the fragile. And according
to Scripture, it’s the job of the congregation, not just the priest, working together and creating a selfless
culture which will empower the church to be a collective “light on a hill” that shines brightly in our church
communities - both the parish Priest and the congregation sharing responsibility for helping the church to
be what God calls it to be.
Finally, it involves prayer. Prayer fuels a dependence upon God and recognition that this is a spiritual
exercise. Prayer reveals that we are relying on a Person for people. We rely upon the Great Shepherd for
the sheep.
Almighty God,
Great shepherd of your sheep,
as you have loved us,
so help us to love one another.
Send us as shepherds to rescue the lost,
to heal the injured,
and to feed one another with understanding;
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

“A church involves people teaching, giving, and
serving on committees, visiting the housebound
and the sick and the care of people who are
going through the storms of life.”
Rev Kesh Rico Govan.
Canon for Fresh Expression and Ministry Innovation.

1. Caring For Children
“Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of
heaven. Whoever becomes humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. Whoever
welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” Matthew 18:1-5.
Children matter to God and they should matter to us. If children aren’t truly welcome in your church, if they
are just seen as a distraction that the parents and congregation has to put up with, then no strategy in
the world will make them feel welcome. But if a congregation truly has at their heart a desire to welcome
children as an integral and participatory part of their worship, that heart will shine through.
Here are some practical ways that both parents and the church can help to engage children in the context
of our gathered worship.
•

Welcome the children: Get to know the children by name. There is much to be said for a personal
greeting from a friendly face and welcome to the service every week. If you have a children’s club
then make sure that the leader introduces themselves.

•

Have a children’s pew sheet: Many churches use a pew sheet for the service. A fun way to invite
children into the service is to have a pew sheet just for them with a simple crossword, colouring
page, wordsearch, etc. If this is too much hard work to put together each week then consider the
next option…

•

Create Kid’s Activity packs: A pillowcase filled with a book they can read, something simple (but
not noisy) they can play with, colouring sheets (bible related, maybe even related to the message of
the day) and colouring pencils – these can be handed to the children as they come into church.

•

Provide a space: Is there an area of the church that you can easily and simply transform into a
children’s area with soft furnishings, even just a few cushions and some soft toys? Consider putting
some rocking chairs or space for mums to walk or bounce their littlest ones to sleep or comfortably
feed their babies. If you have a Baby/Toddler area, make sure that toys are regularly cleaned and
remove broken toys.

•

Take an interest: Ask them what they did in Sunday School/Kids Club? Ask them about their
hobbies and interests, their favourite TV shows?

•

Praise them: Celebrate school achievements or any school awards and, if possible, attend their
prize giving evenings or their sports events. Send cards from the church congratulating them on
their achievements. Remember their birthdays and sing happy birthday to them in church before the
service begins or assign someone in church to send birthday cards on behalf of the church. Children
love to receive post!

•

Engage the children in worship: Children love to get involved. Give them the opportunity to
help lead some parts of the worship, hand out pew sheets/hymn books, take up the offering, read
Scripture – anything that lets them know they are a vital part of the congregation. Encourage parents
to serve together with their children as ushers, readers, greeters.

•

Give children a voice – You’d be surprised how much we can learn from children. A notice board
where they can hang a picture, or a note they wrote about what they learned, can create a space
where the whole church can hear and affirm their hearts for God. A great resource about how to give
children a voice in your church is the Diocesan Booklet ‘Children and Young People’s Participation’
downloadable at this link: http://newcastleanglican.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/childrenparticpation-booklet-web.pdf

•

Food and Fellowship: Food makes kids feel welcome. Ask them what their favourite snack is?
Have a snack during your kid’s club or at the end of the service. Make sure Morning Tea is child
friendly and don’t put children on a special table for refreshments (out of the way) involve them in
your social time.

•

Welcome parents into your children’s programs: Parents can be anxious about the children
attending kids club especially for the first time. So have an open door policy by inviting parents into
your kids clubs. Who knows? You may even find your most amazing future children’s leaders from
this vibrant pool of hands-on people!

•

Organise special events: Christmas party/nativity party. Easter egg hunt, movie afternoons.
Celebrate All Saints Day, encourage the children to come to church dressed as a saint! Once a year
organise a family day out for the whole church so that the church and, young families within the
church, can make stronger bonds.

LINKS
Here is a good resource for churches with just a few children in church to get you started.
https://www.stalbans.anglican.org/wp-content/uploads/A-Toolkit-for-Churches-with-FewerChildren.pdf

2. Caring For Teens
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it.” Proverbs
22:6
All Christians are called to live in community with God’s people. All Christians are called to serve other
members of God’s people, to love them, to be held accountable by them, to be taught by them and
teenagers - of all God’s people - need that so much. We hear that as young people get into their twenties
and thirties, they’re leaving the church in droves. I think a big part of that is because teenagers haven’t
been taught how and why to participate in the community. So we do a huge service to Christian teenagers
by welcoming them into the community of the church, serving them, and teaching them how to serve the
community.
Here are some practical ways you can begin to engage young people in your church:
•

Start with who you have: Invest in the young people that you already have. Every church is
connected to at least a few young people. Make a long term strategic plan and invest in them as
they grow – even if that means investing into 5-year-olds right now.

•

Get to know their story: Who is in their family? What gets them excited? What are the highs and
lows of their life? What are they learning about in their Youth Group? Remember their answers
because they are your best ammunition for engaging them! They want adults who care about them
who they can trust.

•

Involve them: Young people love to get involved. So if there’s jobs to be done around the church,
i.e.: grass cutting, painting, cleaning, etc., get them involved – make them feel a part of the family.
As young people work hard, whether it be painting, building or cleaning, they see the results of
their ministry. Have some of your leaders sit in on some of the decision-making committees in your
church. Youth who felt “at home” and “safe” at their churches and youth ministries were most likely to
stay actively involved.

•

Prepare for them: Do you remember your first day at school? Those irrepressible feelings of fear
and worry? Where do I need to go? Who should I talk to? How does this place work? This is what
new people experience every time they visit your church. If you already have young people engage
them to welcome new youth. Young people are your best tools for reaching other young people.

•

Engage them in worship: Young people enjoy being accepted as young adults. . Give them the
opportunity to help lead some parts of the worship, welcome people into church, help out in the car
park, hand out pew sheets/hymn books, take up the offering, read Scripture – anything that lets
them know they are a vital part of the congregation.

•

Create a space: Do students feel that they have a physical space (i.e., a room or youth centre) to
meet in that is truly “theirs?” What can you do to make it even more “theirs?” How can you involve
young people in making it “theirs?”

•

Eat together: If you are eating meals together, you are doing life together. Have them over for
dinner, watch movies, take them camping. Show them how to fix that old motorbike in the garage or
how to service a car.

•

Train them: Train the youth you have, how to share the gospel with their peers. They naturally know
more young people than you will! Youth are incredible at inviting their friends to things they enjoy.
The childlike faith of a 13 year-old is beautiful as they invite anyone and everyone to Youth. The
courageous, persistent prayers and invitations of a 16 year-old are inspiring. Teach them about how
they have a great purpose in God.

•

Help grow a social conscience: Find out and harness their passions. It could be helping those in
poverty, isolation, hospitality, serving… Help them to set goals and achieve them, like: Co-ordinating
Christmas presents for kids in poverty, raising money for the homeless, serving some of the older

saints in your church and community. Sponsor a child from one of the many outstanding relief
agencies or help out at the local soup kitchen or Salvation Army, Op Shop?
•

Share your story: Share about your life, about how you came to faith. How has God moved in your
life, transformed, encouraged you? Continue sharing how about you are growing in faith. Life stories
help deepen trust, plus, young people are awed and terrified that you once dealt with what they are
dealing with now.

•

Praise them: Celebrate school achievements or any school awards and, if possible, attend their
prize giving evenings or their sports events. Send cards from the church congratulating them on their
achievements. Remember their birthdays and assign someone in church to send birthday cards on
behalf of the church. Send them cards of encouragement (especially around exam times and make
sure you include them in your intercessions). Young people love to receive post!

•

Treat them: From time to time, treat them with small inexpensive items of stationery, pack of pens,
pencils, rubbers.

•

Take them on an Adventure: Take your young people on a camp, picnic, day out. This removes
them from their normal environment and will help the group to bond together. It is the fastest way to
build relationships and gives a great space for talking through big questions together.

•

Encourage their faith: If your budget allows, buy some daily Bible devotionals they can use to
encourage them to pray every day. A cheap resource which is very good for teenagers is the ‘Vision
180 magazine’ available from WORD4TODAY: https://vision180.org.au or by calling 1800 00 777 0.
They also have a free mobile app!

3. Caring For Young Families
“So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience…” Colossians 3:12
If you’re a Christian parent with older children and teens, you’ll no doubt remember what it was like to
be sleep-deprived and financially-pressured as you tried to navigate parenthood for the first time. But
mentoring, supporting and loving less experienced parents in your church goes beyond giving sound
advice. In fact, most young parents would probably say that advice was all they got!
So how do we, as fellow Christian parents, offer practical and spiritual support to young families in our
church communities? Here are some suggestions.
•

Offer encouragement: When you’re struggling with tiredness or feeling overwhelmed, there’s
nothing more helpful than words of encouragement. ‘You’re doing so well with your little boy. He’s
such a delight.’ ‘Good on you for making it to church today. I remember how hard it is to get out the
door with a baby.’ ‘I love the sound of your little ones singing, laughing and shouting, “Amen!” Don’t
give noisy children and their parent sour looks of disapproval during the service - we want families to
feel wanted and comfortable enough to make the effort to attend church.

•

Be genuinely interested: It’s easy to say ‘How you going?’ to people as you pass, without stopping
to find out the real answer. Showing genuine interest over time will mean that you’ll be able to
identify where best your church can support and serve a young family.

•

During the service: It is hard to get to church with one or more children (particularly after a
sleepless night), but when you spend the church service rocking an unsettled baby, it can all seem
too much. If you see a parent standing at the back of the church or outside rocking a pram, why not
offer to take baby for a walk while they listen to the message?

•

Offer practical help: Help parents in the car park, especially those struggling to get the children out
of the car whilst trying to hold a baby. Look out for parents struggling at Morning Tea - offer to bring
refreshments to them or offer to supervise their children to give them a break. Offer to read a book to
a toddler sitting next to mum, or to hold her baby while she gets herself a coffee and catches up with
friends after the service.

•

Help with mealtimes: Many churches already have a food roster for people who are sick or in need.
Consider offering this ministry to new parents in the first few weeks: delivering the meal hot and
ready to eat at a time agreed that afternoon; frozen or chilled ‘heat’n’eat’ meals for parents running
to and from the hospital; adding plain extras for toddlers and pre-schoolers who may only eat
sausages or chicken nuggets!.

•

Bible Study and Playtime groups: If you’re a parent of school-aged kids and don’t work full-time,
consider helping out for a few hours each week with the playtime group or Bible study groups
attended by young parents. It may be the only time that week these parents get to read their Bible
and study God’s word, or just connect with other parents. If your church does not have a playtime
group why not consider starting one? Playtime groups are open to non-Christians, so you’ll be doing
evangelism as well!

•

Help with clothes or new born essentials: Not everyone is financially equipped to buy the
necessities of a new baby (particularly unexpected ones like single mums or single-income families).
If your children are older and you have baby clothes or baby essentials why not pay them forward.

•

Care for their wellbeing: If you can see that a young mother is depressed or their partner is not
coping, encourage them to seek professional help. Being available to help out with babysitting for
doctor’s appointments or just to give parents a few hours’ break can be a real blessing. Follow up to
see how they are managing and ask for ways you can practically help and pray for them.

•

Gift them: A gift from the church, when there’s a new baby in the house, is a great way to show
the church cares. Fill it with new born essentials like, nappies, wipes, bibs, shampoo, bodysuits,
and don’t forget to include a gift for mum too! She will appreciate a simple bath soak. Don’t forget
partners too!

4. Caring For Singles
“God gives the gift of the single life to some, the gift of the married life to others.” 1 Corinthians 7:7
Looking at many churches in our country today you would think that Christians believe that people are only
able to fully practice Christianity as spouses and/or parents. This is a bit ironic because the two men whose
teachings have formed the foundations of our faith practices - Jesus and Paul - were neither! Meanwhile,
the last census revealed that almost 40 percent of the population over 18 is single. With an increasing
number of singles seeking out how to “do life”, it’s crucial that we as churches bring singles out of the
margins, where church culture has stranded them, and into the fullness of the family of God. So how can
we best advocate for singles in our churches?
Here are some great ways to get you started on that journey.
•

Assign someone to oversee this ministry: Find someone in the church who is in this age group
to oversee this ministry - someone who has some organisational skills and isn’t shy and is willing to
organise events.

•

Get to know them: Singles are whole persons with full, interesting lives. There’s much to learn
about these brilliant, thoughtful, godly people in your church. Look for ways to get to know them.
Ask them about their lives. Find out their interests and passion? Laugh with them and enjoy their
presence. Show genuine interest in knowing them as a person.

•

Sit with them: Invite them to sit with you and your family. Save a place for them every Sunday
and remind them during the week that they are welcome to sit with you. A simple, easy way to love
singles is to sit with them during service, chat with or stand beside them in the foyer, or grab coffee
before service and walk in together. It might seem inconsequential to you, yet doing so reminds
them that you see them and their presence on Sundays matters to the church.

•

Eat with them: Have them over for dinner or go out for coffee and cake. Traditionally Sunday is
the day for family dinners so make sure the singles in your church have a place to eat and a meal
to share. If you’re eating out, invite them along. If you’re eating at home, invite them to join you.
Hospitality is a gift and eating together was greatly celebrated in the Early Church.

•

Adopt them: Many single people may not have a family nearby so why not adopt them into your
family. Invite them to family parties, barbecues, etc. The single mum and her children are often left
to fend for themselves. Why not organize a program within your church where traditional two-parent
families are paired with the single mum families to mentor the children and meet her practical needs,
to play soccer or Monopoly together, to be an example of healthy family relationships.

•

Avoid trying to fix them up: Respect their singlehood and avoid trying to change their status. They
may be single for a reason. If God leads them to marry, they are capable of working on that issue all
by themselves. Singles groups in churches can be valuable places to build relationships, but they
don’t have to result in marriage.

•

Pair them up: Older single men and women have lived a lifetime of faith. Whether they buried a
wife/husband, never married or were abandoned and left to raise their children alone, they have
learned how to do life. These older people can serve as mentors to the younger generation, to lead
Bible studies and to be the voice on the other end of the phone when the nights are scary. Set up a
partnership in your church and allow these older people to share their wisdom and life experiences.

•

Ask them to serve: Singles are indispensable resources to the church so don’t be afraid to ask
them to serve. Due to the nature of singleness, they have a flexibility of schedule that lends itself to
being able to do all sorts of ministry. Examine various ministries in your church (e.g., small groups,
youth and children’s ministries, worship team, women’s ministries, etc.) and ask yourself if gifted
singles can be better utilised in any of these areas.

5. Caring For The 50+
“I will be your God throughout your lifetime— until your hair is white with age. I made you, and I will
care for you. I will carry you along and save you.” Isaiah 46:4
Older adults are living healthier, more active, and more productive than their predecessors. It is their middle
years but in their own minds they are certainly not senior adults and they are an age-group that is often
over-looked in church life. Senior adults average two to three times as many available hours for churchrelated activities as any other age group. Senior adults are loyal and committed to their churches. So how
can we begin to take seriously this hidden treasure in our church?
Here are some practical things you can begin to do:
•

Assign someone to oversee this ministry: Find someone in the church who is in this age group
to oversee this ministry - someone who has some organisational skills and isn’t shy and is willing to
organise events.

•

Link couples up: A lot of married couples in the 50+ age have been bringing up their children for a
number of years who may have now flown the nest. The years of parenting often means that they
lose touch with their peers. So if you have several couples in this age-group in your church link them
up. Introduce them to each other.

•

Run a marriage course: Statistically this age is the time when marriage is most under pressure as
children fly the nest and couples have to rediscover how to live life again just as a couple. So why
not run a marriage course. No need to rethink or start from scratch, the marriage course offered by
Holy Trinity Brompton is tried and tested and proved successful in supporting married life - you can
access the details at this link https://themarriagecourses.org/

•

Run a parenting teenagers course: One of the biggest shocks for couples whose children have
turned teenagers is seeing their teenagers change from children to young adults. A good way to
support them is by running a parenting course. Again, Holy Trinity Brompton has already tried and
tested a great course to help you do this. You can access it at this link: https://themarriagecourses.
org/try-parenting/the-parenting-teenagers-course/

•

Organise social events: Get your church couples to meet up by organising movie nights, meals
out, trivia nights, take-away evenings, ten-pin bowling, etc., to strengthen the friendships in the
church.

•

Encourage a Couples Home-Group: This is another good way to help couples in your church
support each other during this transitory time in their lives.

•

Book Club: Now the kids are older – there’s time to be still and read again! Why not start a monthly
book club for your adults. Book clubs are the perfect way to keep reading, talk about what you’re
reading, and make friends with other readers. You could also invite non-church people too!

6. Caring For The 70+
“Do not cast me off in the time of old age; do not forsake me when my strength is spent.” Psalm
71:9.
What is your ideal church member? Most of us, if we answer honestly, would say that we want young
adults. That’s the way to grow the church, after all. But did you know that the senior adult population,
the 55+ age range, is exploding at three times the national population growth? This means there’s a
tremendous opportunity for ministry in this area. Senior adults have so much to offer younger generations
they are an untapped resource standing by to serve. We must care for them well, listen to them well, and
involve them in the church well; otherwise we risk losing a valuable resource for ministry.
How can we, as the Church, care for our church seniors and what are some practical ways we can involve
them in church life?
•

Engage them: While those who are older may not be able to serve in the same way that they once
did, it doesn’t mean that they can’t be useful to the Body. Perhaps they can no longer sing in the
church choir or teach Sunday school; but maybe they can pass out bulletins or greet visitors. Some
might also be able to serve the church by writing welcome notes to mail to new visitors or birthday
cards to send to children in the church.

•

Involve them in praying: Seniors can also be an active participants in praying for the needs of
church members. Even those who are home-bound can be given a weekly list of prayer concerns to
pray through at home.

•

Offer practical help: There is nothing more demoralising for someone on their senior years but to
lose their driving licence which takes away much of their independence. So, as a church, organise
people who are able, to give lifts to church or to church events. If you are able, offer to give a lift
to go shopping during the week or to take them out for coffee. They may need lifts for hospital
appointments. Ask about any house maintenance they may need like putting up shelves?

•

Seek their wisdom: We can also draw from the years of wisdom our older brothers and sisters
have gained in their life. We can seek their wisdom in matters related to the church, the ministry, and
Christian living. Many senior adults simply want to feel needed and considered in the church. Even
decisions like designing a new building or sanctuary should take them into consideration.

•

Let them share their story: Older adults have amazing stories. They may have lived through a
world war and seen the changing face of the country. They have lived through the most horrendous
of times and have kept their strong faith. There are many senior adults ready to share their testimony
of faith – give them an opportunity to do this – even 10 minutes in a Sunday service.

•

Follow up on them: Keep a track of everybody at worship as best as you can, and if someone isn’t
there on Sunday morning, give them a call on Monday to make sure they are well. Making those
calls to absentee individuals just to say, “Missed you” can have a lasting effect. This is especially
important for the elderly, as a fall at home can become a big issue.

•

Keep them connected: Often, as people age and face chronic illnesses, they can’t leave home.
This means that we need to reach out to them and visit them in their homes. Elders can bring them
communion, provide them copies of sermons to listen to and sing hymns with them. Youth groups
can come and help with needs around their home. Other volunteers can take them to doctor’s
appointments or run errands for them or at times of illness, or bring a meal.

•

Hospital: Often, older parishioners will assume that the Rector / Church knows that they are in
hospital but this is, more than often, not the case – so a simple phone call can be that bridge for
prayer and support and many will discover that prayer over the phone can be a powerful pastoral
tool. Make it a point to embrace the telephone again and use it in your ministry. I believe you will be
pleasantly surprised to discover its power.

•

Aged Care: Find out which parishioners have gone into aged care centres or nursing homes. Pay
them a visit, most of them have given their life in faithfulness to serving the church, so look after
them.

•

The birthday call: Keep a database of their date of birth and ring them on their birthday. If they
don’t answer leave a personal greeting on voice-mail. Few people receive birthday calls now, so a
call from the Rector or church member can inspire and awaken connections.

7. Caring For Your Community
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give
glory to your Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:16
Volunteering energy and skills to a local organization is a great way to give back to your community.
Whether a hospital, food bank, youth group, senior’s home, or animal shelter there are tonnes of local
organizations that would benefit from your time. Remember that the project or program is not the goal. It’s a
means to an end—showing God’s love to those at the core of our community. We do that by following Jesus
in the giving of ourselves. By being involved in these ways, we gain credibility and trust, both as individuals
and as a church community.
Here are some practical ways you can begin to engage with your local community:
•

Volunteer at the local school: Offer to volunteer answering the phone a couple of hours a week.
Teachers are often on a rotation for things like this. Your help can free up those teachers and give
you a consistent presence in the school. Drive places -Teachers are always in need of parents
to chaperone field trips. Help out at sports day – offer your church to organise and serve the
refreshments. Join the Parents Association - these committees provide meaningful connections with
parents and other community members.

•

Organise a Clean Up: All you need to hold a successful clean-up is a big box of garbage bags, a
bigger box of recycling bags, a substantial supply of rubber gloves, a group of friends or volunteers,
and a location that needs some love. These days most public parks, beaches, and neighbourhood
streets are in need of a little TLC, and sometimes folks just need a little inspiration to encourage
them to help out. Lead the way, and see what follows!

•

Adopt a Neighbour: You don’t have to go far to make an impact on someone’s life. Whether the
older person from down the street who lives alone, or the young parent on the corner, there are
people in your neighbourhood who could use a hand. Maybe you could help take them to the
supermarket, or mow the lawn. It might not even matter what you do as long as you show you care.

•

Attend Community Meetings: Community meetings are a great place to meet people from your
neighbourhood and also shows that the church is concerned about local issues.

•

Organize a Charitable Event: Find a cause you’re passionate about and organize on its behalf.
There may be a need locally? If you want to help but you’re stuck for ideas reach out to an
organization you‘d like to help — they likely have suggestions on hand to pick from, or inspire your
own.

•

Get involved with sports: Encourage your church to get involved with the local sports clubs.
Volunteer to cook the sausage sizzle, and serve refreshments. They are always in need of
volunteers to be lines people.

•

Plan a community Barbeque: Celebrate Australia Day, at your church, or hold a street party, or
have a party in your community hall. Get the community involved. Invite your neighbours – a great
way for them to meet church people and see that we’re normal!!!

•

Keep a community pantry: Encourage members of the church to buy an extra item of food that
can be given to families or individuals in need. Share excess garden produce with neighbours. We
are called to follow the example of Jesus Christ and offer relief to all people, but especially the most
vulnerable people within our community.

•

Start a Community Garden: Not only do community gardens beautify the community, they often
provide produce and other goods to local neighbourhoods. You won’t just be growing fruit and
vegetables, but friendships and community along the way!

•

Celebrate special days: Make special invitations at Christmas, Easter, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day,
Anzac Service, etc., and give them to neighbours and friends. Memorial Services (for bereaved
families) and healing services can also show we care. These special days are a wonderful
opportunity to invite the community to church.

•

Carry out random acts of kindness: Take some cakes to the Police Station or the Fire Station, or
any local organisation that serves the community as a thanksgiving. The following website has many
practical ways you can do this: https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/

Why care for the community: Over time, opportunities arise to share why we are involved and when this
happens, in the context of a relationship, it is a powerful testimony to God’s love.

Conclusion
The opportunities for work in the church far exceed what any one person can do. And the New Testament
clearly teaches that every Christian should minister. “I did not come to be served, but rather to serve.”
These words from Jesus remind us that we were created to serve God and one another in love. Each time
we serve one another we are becoming more like Jesus. The most successful churches in our society
today are those where the congregation have taken the call seriously to serve their God and one another.
We are the family of God here and now. The better we are at caring for the people of the church, the more
we reflect God’s care and compassion. The better we care for “one another,” the more we look like Jesus.
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength God
supplies--in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and
dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4:10-11

A PRAYER FOR YOUR PARISH.
Heavenly Father,
You have chosen the parish as the place
by which You encounter us in our daily lives.
Here your Word is proclaimed,
the Eucharist is celebrated and your people
are united in a family of believers.
Help us to work together to serve you and each other
for the good of the Church,
for the people of our Parish and
for your greater glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Rev Kesh Rico Govan.
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