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The Service of Commissioning for

the Reverend 

as Parish Priest in the

Parish of …….




at 7pm


The sanctuary is made ready with a Chair for the Bishop, the Assistant Bishop(s)(if present), the Archdeacon of Newcastle (if present), the Dean of Newcastle (if present) the Parish Priest and the Parish Clergy. 

The Parish Priest Designate begins the service sitting with his/her family and others in the front row of the congregation.

The entry procession is

Thurifer (if any)
Crucifer (if any)
Acolytes (if any)
Choir (if any)
Clergy and pastors from other denominations in the community
Visiting Clergy
Archdeacons (if present)
Parish Licenced Lay Ministers
Parish Clergy
The Dean (if present)
The Diocesan Archdeacon (if present)
The Assistant Bishop(s) (if present)
The Bishop




[A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE PARISH SHOULD BE INSERTED HERE]

[A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW PRIEST SHOULD BE INSERTED HERE TOGETHER WITH A PHOTO OF THE NEW PRIEST]





















The congregation spends some moments of quiet before the service:

· giving thanks to God for all who have worshipped and ministered here in the past
· praying for the present congregation
· praying for the new Parish Priest [and his/her family]
· praying for the local community served by this church
· praying for your own involvement in the life and witness of God’s Church.

At an appropriate time a bell may be rung and the congregation is invited to stand for the opening hymn, during which the procession enters.

As the hymn is sung, the members of the Incumbency Appointment Board lead the new parish priest, together with representatives from his/her previous ministry, to stand before the Bishop, who is joined by the bishop or archdeacon of the region, at the front of the church.


THE GATHERING

The hymn.
The Greeting

Bishop		Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
All	and also with you.

From Easter Day to Pentecost this acclamation follows

	Alleluia.  Christ is risen.
All	He is risen indeed.  Alleluia.

The introduction and 
the presentation of the New Parish Priest

The Bishop introduces the service 

Sisters and brothers in Christ, we are here in the presence of God to welcome a new [Role]. We gather on land entrusted to the Aboriginal people. We acknowledge their ongoing custodianship of the land.  We join our custodianship with theirs and pledge ourselves to be good stewards of creation. We honour the elders: past, present and emerging.

A [Role] is a companion in Christ who in baptism pledged to live their whole life as a disciple of Christ, loving God and loving neighbour. They come among us as one who has been moved by the Holy Spirit to serve God and build up God’s people; to minister word and sacrament, to declare the forgiveness of sins, and to watch over and care for God’s people in this place. 
	
The presenters say

	Bishop, after due consultation and prayerful consideration, NN has been nominated and has accepted the call to be the Parish Priest of this parish.  We now present her/him to you to be commissioned.

Bishop	I thank you and all those who with prayer have been involved in the appointment of N to this parish. We pray for the communities in which he/she has previously ministered and commit ourselves to love and support him/her and his/her family in this ministry.

The presenters return to their seats. The Parish Priest designate stands before the Bishop.

	N, do you believe, so far as you know your own heart, that God has called you to serve here? 
Parish 
Priest
Designate	I believe that God has called me.

Bishop	Will you commit yourself to share in the mission and ministry of the people in this place and join with them in furthering the kingdom of God?
Parish 
Priest
Designate	With the help of God, I will.

The parish priest designate turns to face the congregation, whom the Bishop addresses as a whole

	People of God, will you welcome N and support and uphold her/him in her/his ministry now and in the years to come? Will you use your gifts in the service of God and his kingdom?
All	With the help of God, we will.

The Collect
Bishop	Let us pray

Almighty God,
by your grace alone
we are accepted and called to your service.
Strengthen us by your Holy Spirit;
make us worthy of our calling and equip us as
your missionary people through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.    
All	Amen.

The bishops and the parish priest designate move to their assigned places..

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

Readings
A reading from Scripture 

At the end of each reading the reader may say

	This is the word of the Lord.
All	Thanks be to God.

A psalm, canticle, hymn or song is sung.
Gospel Reading

The Gospel is announced the reader says

	Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.
All	Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

At the end

	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
All	Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon

The preacher is the Bishop or a person appointed by the Bishop.

THE DEDICATION OF THE PARISH PRIEST AND PEOPLE

Presenting the symbols of ministry	

The Parish Priest moves to stand before the altar. The bishop or the archdeacon for the region comes to stand with them. 

Jesus calls us here to meet him
As, through word and song and prayer
We affirm God's promised presence
Where his people live and care.
Praise the God who keeps his promise:
Praise the Son who calls us friends;
Praise the Spirit who, among us,
To our hopes and fears attends.

A ewer of water is presented to the new priest as the bishop or the archdeacon for the region says

My brother/sister …, and people of God, will you be faithful to the ministry to baptise all people in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit?

We will.



Jesus calls us to confess him
Word of life and Lord of all,
Sharer of our flesh and frailness
Saving all who fail or fall
Tell his holy human story
Tell his tales and all may hear
Tell the world that Christ in glory
Came to earth to meet us here.

A Bible is presented to the new priest as the bishop or the archdeacon for the region says

My brother/sister …, and people of God, will you be faithful in the reading and proclamation of the word of the Lord and seek to fashion your lives according to this teaching?
		We will.	

Jesus calls us to each other:
Found in him are no divides,
Race and class and sex and language
Such are barriers he derides
Join the hand of friend and stranger
Join the hands of age and youth
Join the faithful and the doubter
In their common search for truth

A flask of oil and a prayer book are presented to the new priest as the bishop or the archdeacon for the region says

My brother/sister …, and people of God, will you be ardent in prayer and service for the world, the church and those in need? Will you use your gifts for the building up of the Body of Christ?

We will.

Jesus calls us to his table
rooted firm in time and space
Where the church in earth and heaven
Finds a common meeting place
Share the bread and wine, his body;
Share the love of which we sing;
Share the feast for saints and sinners
Hosted by our Lord and King.

Bread and wine are presented to the new priest as the bishop or the archdeacon for the region says

My brother/sister  ..., and people of God, will you be faithful in the breaking of the bread, proclaiming Christ’s saving death until he comes?
		We will.

The Commissioning

The Bishop addresses the people.

It is the practice in the Anglican Church that a member of the clergy receives a licence from the Bishop to undertake their ministry. The licence confirms the priest’s authority and ongoing relationship with the Bishop. Before receiving their licence, the priest makes oaths and affirmations confirming their commitment to observe the doctrine and order of the Anglican Church of Australia, to exercise canonical obedience to the Bishop and to abide by the code of conduct for clergy and church workers.

The Bishop gives the licence to the parish priest, saying

	N, receive this charge which is both mine and yours.
Accept the care and responsibilities of leading this ministry 
to which you have been called and appointed.
All	Amen.

The Bishop prays for the new parish priest who may be anointed with the oil of Chrism

Bishop	N, remember your baptism into Christ.
	Remember your ordination in the Church of God.
	May God who anointed Jesus Christ with the Holy Spirit
	anoint and empower you for the blessing of God’s people.
All	Amen.

The Parish Council and other licensed clergy and laity of the parish join the Parish Priest. 

	Those who have been called to leadership in this parish, will you welcome N, and work creatively and faithfully with her/him, meeting regularly for prayer, study and fellowship, and doing all in your power to support each other in fulfilling the ministry of Christ?
Team	With the help of God, we will.

The people stand.

Bishop	The God of all faithfulness
strengthen you for your ministry and commitment to one another;
the God of all grace give you vision, courage and joy; …
… and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and upon all your work done in his name,
now and for ever.
All	Amen.

The Welcome
The new Parish Priest is presented to the people

Bishop	People of this parish, I present to you your new parish priest now duly commissioned. I commend her/him/them to your love and to your prayers. I invite you to greet her/him [and her/his family] in the name of Christ.  

The congregation responds with applause.

The congregation sits. The Parish Priest moves to the customary chair/stall of the Parish Priest.

A Church Warden invites a member of the local community and a member of the parish to give brief speeches of welcome to the new priest and his/her family. 

A hymn will be sung during which a collection will be received. The collection will be sent to [insert organization] for the work of [insert their ministry].


PREPARATION FOR HOLY COMMUNION

Prayers of Penitence

St John writes, Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his love is made perfect in us.

Acknowledging our failure to live in accordance with the command of love, let us wait humbly upon God asking forgiveness for those ways in which we have failed each other, our communities, and God.

O God, you have searched us out and known us,
and all we are is open to you.
We confess that we have sinned:
we have used our power to dominate
and our weakness to manipulate;
we have evaded responsibility
and failed to confront evil;
we have denied dignity
to ourselves and to each other,
and fallen into despair.

All	We turn to you, O God;
we renounce evil;
we claim your love.
We choose to be made whole.
						
Absolution

	May the God of love
Bring you back to himself,
Forgive you your sins
And assure you of his eternal love
In Jesus Christ our Lord.
All	Amen.

The Peace

We are the body of Christ..
All	His Spirit is with us.

	The peace of the Lord be always with you
All	and also with you.


All may exchange a sign of peace.

The new parish priest together with other parish clergy stand with the bishops at the altar.

Bishop	Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have these gifts to share. Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom.
All	Blessed be God for ever.





THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

All glory and honour, thanks and praise,
be yours now and always,
Lord, holy Father, mighty Creator, everliving God.
We give thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ,
Who by his death on the cross
and rising to new life
offered the one true sacrifice for sin
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.

Therefore with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint Peter, Saint Paul and the whole company of heaven we proclaim your great and glorious name,
For ever praising you and saying :

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
 	 	 
And now, Father, we pray
that we who receive these your gifts of bread and wine
according to our Saviour’s word
may be partakers of his body and blood.
	 	 	 
For on the night he was betrayed he took bread 
and he had given thanks to you, his almighty Father,
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

After supper he took the cup 
and again giving you thanks;
he gave it to the disciples, saying:
Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you 
and for many for the remission of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
 	 	
Great is the mystery of our faith.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

	 
We offer our prayer and praise Father, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, through Jesus Christ our Lord:
Blessing and honour and glory and power are yours for ever and ever. Amen.

As our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are confident to pray,
​
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.
 
We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.	

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Draw near with faith, to feed on Christ in your hearts with thanksgiving.

Visitors from any Christian community who normally receive Holy Communion are invited to do so today. 

The bread is administered by a bishop and the new Parish Priest. The wine is administered by parish clergy or chalice assistants. The sidespersons’ will give directions to the congregation during the administration of Holy Communion. 

The new parish priest, parish clergy and communion assistants do the ablutions while reflective music is played.

	The gifts God gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.

The congregation stands.

		Bountiful God,
may N be a faithful pastor
who will faithfully speak your word
and minister your sacraments;
an encourager who will equip your people
for ministry and mission
and enable them to fulfil their baptismal calling.
Give to him/her wisdom, discernment, courage and perseverance, 
and to us all, faithful hearts. 

Most loving God,
you send us into the world you love.
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage
in the power of your Spirit.

The congregation sits.

The new Parish Priest speaks to the parish and gives out any notices.

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE

The Dismissal

The Parish Priest moves to stand with the bishops. 

Bishop	As God’s missionary people, committed to being the community, servants and messengers of his reign, let us affirm the discipleship that was given to us in our baptism.
 
All	We will live as disciples of Christ,
We will fight the good fight,
We will finish the race,
We will keep the faith.

Bishop	Almighty God,
who for the salvation of the world
gives to his people many gifts and ministries
to the advancement of his glory,
stir up in you the gifts of his grace,
and sustain each one of you in your own ministry;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.
All		Amen.

 The Parish Priest says

	Go in the power of Christ.
All	We have a gospel to proclaim!
Go in peace of Christ.
All	Thanks be to God!

The people stand for the recessional hymn.



The recession is

Thurifer (if any)
Crucifer (if any)
Acolytes (if any)
Choir (if any)
Clergy and pastors from other denominations in the community
Visiting Clergy
Archdeacons (if present)
Parish Licenced Lay Ministers
Parish Clergy
The Dean (if present)
The Archdeacon of Newcastle (if present)
The Parish Priest
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Assistant Bishop(s)(if present)
The Bishop


[Information should be placed on the back of the service booklet about hearing loops, toilets, and copyright information for hymns.]
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