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An overview of our sessions together

1. Tuesday Apologetics – Worldview – the new social imaginary/ies

2. Wednesday Knowing our own stories and social imaginary

3. Thursday Engaging our people in communicating good news clearly



An easier overview of our sessions together

1. Tuesday Our context

2. Wednesday Our call

3. Thursday Our joyful message



“Apologetics and Evangelism”

What do I mean by this?
1. Apoologetics – a recognition that there are many worldviews in 

which we live (and sink or swim!).
2. Apoleogetics – worldviews can separate people and groups.
3. Apallogetics – trivial responses to  the “Big Questions”…
4. Apullogetics – just hopefully, we can bring people together.



carm.org
Alongstanding and 
influential apologetics 
site.



Apologetics – a definition (rejected [in part])

Christian apologetics is that branch of Christianity that deals with 
answering any and all critics who oppose or question the revelation of 
God in Christ and the Bible. It can include studying such subjects as 
biblical manuscript transmission, philosophy, biology, mathematics, 
evolution, and logic. But it can also consist of simply giving an answer 
to a question about Jesus or a Bible passage.

(https://carm.org/introduction-apologetics)



The (suspicious) hermeneutic of defensiveness

Some questions:
1. Do I need to defend the Bible?
2. Do I need to defend Scripture?
3. Do I need to apologise for existing?

4. Do I need to defend a Christian worldview.



Defensive oppose-ogetics

Apologetics is the work of convincing people to change their views. In 
this, it is similar to preaching because its goal is ultimately the defense 
and presentation of the validity and necessity of the gospel. It is an 
attempt to persuade the listener to change his (sic) beliefs and life to 
conform to biblical truth and to come to a saving relationship in Christ.
(carm.org again)

Why do I struggle with this?  At least in part because it seems so contrary to Jesus’ approach; in part it is power rather 
than love based; in part it seems to pay scant regard to the volition and to the intelligence of the other (person).
My key word in (higher) education is “engagement”.  I encourage teachers to engage with students, to encourage ways 
of students engaging together, with the resources of the tradition and other disciplines, and engaging with the world.
This definition seems to bypass genuine engagement.



David Hume statue, Edinburgh



Babylon Bee 8 August 2018
https://babylonbee.com/news/man-
quotes-c-s-lewis-on-facebook-
immediately-awarded-honorary-bible-
degree/



Philosophical Apologetics

Religious Diversity (Pluralism)
On almost every religious issue, honest, knowledgeable people hold 
significantly diverse, often incompatible beliefs.
Religious Diversity and Apologetics
Can a religious exclusivist justifiably try to convert others to their 
perspective? And if so, are they obligated to do so?



Some additional notes, if useful.

Much of this discussion was brought into Christian dialogue by John Hick (Anglican 
Priest, Philosopher, 1922-2012) who we will return to shortly.

Some philosophers agree with Robert McKim that “disagreement about an issue or 
area of inquiry provides reason to think that each side has an obligation to examine 
beliefs about the issue” (McKim 2001, 140). 

Alvin Plantinga acknowledges that if a proponent of a specific religious perspective 
has no reason to doubt that those with whom he disagrees really are on equal 
epistemic footing, then he is under a prima facie obligation to attempt to resolve 
the conflict. However, Plantinga denies that the Christian exclusivist need ever 
acknowledge that he is facing true epistemic parity—need ever admit that he 
actually is differing with true epistemic peers. 

Although there is a divine reality about which we can make truth claims, our 
understanding of (and thus our truth claims about) this divine reality will 
necessarily to some extent be conditioned by the ways in which our environment 
(our culture in the broadest sense) has shaped our categories of thought (Philip 
Quinn 2000, 241–242).
McKim, R., 2001, Religious Ambiguity and Religious Diversity, Oxford: Oxford Press.

Plantinga, A., 1997, “Ad Hick,” Faith and Philosophy, 14: 295–298. 

Quinn, P., 2000, “Toward Thinner Theologies: Hick and Alston on Religious Diversity,” in The Philosophical 
Challenge of Religious Diversity, K. Meeker and P.Quinn, (eds.), New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 226–243.



Context and  Kant

“To have a Kantian understanding of religious belief is to assume that 
although there is a literal noumenal reality, our understanding of this 
reality (and thus our truth claims about this reality) will of necessity be 
relative to the cultural/social/psychological lenses through which our 
conceptualization of this noumenal reality is processed.” (SEP*)

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/religious-pluralism/

Importantly, diversity of opinion and conclusion is not evidence of the disputability of a core truth. Rather, 
it points to human diversity.



Context and Hick 

John Hick (1922-2012) argued that absolute truth claims are really 
truth claims about perceptions of God.
So, it is arguable that we will not only need to recognise the impact of 

our context on our understanding, we will need to acknowledge the 
context in which we communicate our understanding.
Our hearers also live in a culturally 
conditioned context.



Context and Language 

Rowan Williams’ 2013 Gifford Lectures, “Making Representations: 
Religious Faith and the Habits of Language”* points to the challenges 
and limits of language (and of silence).
Williams notes that the truths of reality are often only discovered when 
language is put under pressure – in ways such as poetry and metaphor.

*Published as The Edge of Words: God and 
the Habits of Language Bloomsbury 2014









On Christianity as making us happy and helping us be nice:

“The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and left untried” – G. K. Chesterton 

What’s wrong with the world 1910

On Christianity as a nice moral way of living…

Sheridan, Introduction (Loc. 185, Kindle ed.)



What does it mean?  (Our apologetic)

How do we live?
How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land?

How do we read our world?
What is the worldview of our culture/s?



Colossians 1:24-29
24 I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, 
that is, the church. 25 I became its servant according to God’s 
commission that was given to me for you, to make the word of God 
fully known, 26 the mystery that has been hidden throughout the ages 
and generations but has now been revealed to his saints. 27 To them 
God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches 
of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
28 It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone 
in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For 
this I toil and struggle with all the energy that he powerfully inspires 
within me.





Faith in a strange land

• Situational awareness
• Seeking to understand
• Building relationships
• Knowing our own stories
• Our own personal story
• God’s story of Christ in the world

• Communicating
• Building relationships

• Situational awareness
• We are a minority
• We are in an negative context
• Many are opposed to us (or what 

we stand for – or are thought to 
stand for)

But
• We are a bold minority
• We love our context
• We love our enemies



“Being a self-recognising and self-declaring 
vigorous, bold, self-confident minority will 
actually be a liberating experience for Christians.”  

Sheridan, Chapter 12 Bold minority—the future for Christians and their churches.



Revisiting the “apologetic text” (1 Peter 3)
8 Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender 
heart, and a humble mind. 9 Do not repay evil for evil or abuse for abuse; but, on 
the contrary, repay with a blessing. It is for this that you were called—that you 
might inherit a blessing. 10 For

‘Those who desire life
and desire to see good days,

let them keep their tongues from evil
and their lips from speaking deceit;

11 let them turn away from evil and do good;
let them seek peace and pursue it.

12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
and his ears are open to their prayer.

But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.’
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But even if you do 
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do 
not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to 
make your defence to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that 
is in you; 16 yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so 
that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ 
may be put to shame. NR
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"Apologetics is the work 
of convincing people to 
change their views."

Therefore, Christian apologetics is 
that branch of Christianity that 

deals with answering any and all 
critics who oppose or question the 
revelation of God in Christ and the 

Bible.



What are we a minority from?

1. What are some of the 
characteristics of our
Christian worldview?

2. How do they differ from 
the worldviews around 
us?

• Christendom?
• Modernity?
• Certainty?
• Truth telling?
• Religion?
• Hope?
• Inclusion?





The “Social Imaginary”

Worldview (Weltanschauung) was a buzzword in early twentieth 
century German culture...used…to designate the inherently elusive and 
obscure source of all cultural life and thinking (SEP*)

“Social imaginary” is a concept from political theory, philosophy and 
media studies. It is used by Charles Taylor to refer to the “ways people 
imagine their social existence, how they fit with others, how things go 
between them and their fellows, the expectations which are normally 
met, and the deeper normative notions and images which underlie 
these expectation.”^

*https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/heinrich-rickert/
^A Secular Age,Bellknap, 2007, p171.



The “Social Imaginary”

• There are a number of Colleges teaching courses in Christian 
worldview – most are in the conservative and Pentecostal space.  At 
one level I really admire this, as it is, in a way, taking context and 
culture seriously.  But when scratched it tends to a defensive (even 
polemical) approach to apologetics.
• Teaching postmodernity a decade ago, it was clear that students from 

the USA could not envisage Christianity expressed in postmodern 
terms.  Effectively they needed someone to “convert” to to modernity 
before becoming Christian.



Dimensions of social change
• Urbanisation
• ???



The “Social Imaginary”

“Social imaginary”
1. the “ways people imagine their social existence,
2. how they fit with others, 
3. how things go between them and their fellows, 
4. the expectations which are normally met, and 
5. the deeper normative notions and images which underlie these 

expectation.”

Something “much broader and deeper than the 
intellectual schemes people may entertain when 
they think about social reality in a disengaged mode”. 

It is “what is carried in 
images, stories and legends”.What we think and feel about our community.



Our sessions together

2. Wednesday Our call

3. Thursday Our joyful message



Screen Mediated Reality
John Capper

2007
One example of an aspect of a social imaginary



Reality and its appreciation



Fired by email or SMS



Screen and changed realities



Screens and information



Screens and education



Screens and Screams



Screens mediating reality



And perhaps today





Evangelising and Explaining

Good clear news



Ephesians 4
7 But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 
11 The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for 
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until all of us 
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, 
to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ.

I shared this to try to contextualise the ministry we all share – that of building up, cultivating unity, 
nurturing maturity



Ephesians 4
15 …speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him 
who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and 
knitted together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each 
part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself 
up in love.



Evangelists (and others) are to build up 
• the saints
• for ministry
• for building up the body of Christ
• for unity
• for maturity
• building  up in love

We use “evangelists” for outreach workers.
In fact, they build us all up.



Evangelists WHO ARE THEY amongst us?
• How are we/you using them?
• How are evangelists building up the church for its ministry?
• How are pastors and teachers?
• Can we claim to be engaged in “pastoral evangelism”?
• Might they be children and youth, recent migrants, the elderly?
• Perhaps not the clergy…
• “What if it is me, Lord?” (Why did I sing “Here I am Lord”?)



Reframing the evangelistic task



What is the response to good news?

Monica Stewart Dance of Joy



Major turning points in the Good News
Luke’s report
1:14 John the Baptist will be “a joy and delight”
Many will rejoice because of his birth



Major turning points in the Good News
Luke’s report
1:41,44 Mary visits Elizabeth and the baby in her womb 
“leapt for joy”
1:47 (Magnificat)
My soul rejoices in the God my saviour



At the time of Jesus’ Birth
2:10 
Angel to shepherds:
Glory shone around
Glad tidings/good news of great joy



Jesus’ disciples’ mission
10:17-21
The seventy two returned with joy and said, “Lord, 
even the demons submitted to us in your name.”
…“Do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but that 
your names are written in heaven.”



Jesus’ disciples’ mission
10:17-21
Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise 
you Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and 
revealed them to little children.  Yes Father.  This was 
your good pleasure.”



Copyright unknown



Our sessions together

3. Thursday Our joyful message



Good news of inclusion
Luke 15
Jesus eats with outcasts

Which annoys the religious leaders
Which leads to three stories of lost things found



Sir John Everett Millais 1829-1896 
Tate Gallery

James Tissot 1886-96



Rembrandt van Rijn 
The return of the 
prodigal son 

c. 1662 
Hermitage Museum St Petersburg





Welcome

Inclusion

Hospitality

Grace



“Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell 

you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than 

over ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance.

“Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.” Just so, I tell you, 

there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.

“Let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he 

was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate…. we had to celebrate 

and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he 

was lost and has been found.”



Pope Francis
God’s friendship “invites us 
to live in joyful gratitude 
for this completely 
unmerited gift, since “after 
one has grace, the grace 
already possessed cannot 
come under merit”.*
GAUDETE ET EXSULTATE 54
*Thomas Aquinas, Summa 
Theologiae, I-II, q. 114, a. 5.

The joy of the gospel fills the 
hearts and lives of all who 
encounter Jesus. Those who 
accept his offer of salvation are set 
free from sin, sorrow, inner 
emptiness and loneliness. With 
Christ joy is constantly born anew. 
In this Exhortation I wish to 
encourage the Christian faithful to 
embark upon a new chapter of 
evangelization marked by this joy, 
while pointing out new paths for 
the Church’s journey in years to 
come. 
EVANGELII GAUDIUM 1



Note also Laudato si’ on care for our 
common home.

This may raise an interesting question 
around creation-based evangelism…



Anselm (ca 1033 – 1109) 
“…relational nature was made holy by God in order to be happy in 
enjoying him.”

Some (not entirely random) quotations on joy and life



(in discussing the call to love one another)
“This is where Christian joy lies.”

Hans Urs von Balthasar (1905-1988)



“Joy and sorrow are joy and sorrow in the Lord….Joy and sorrow are 
not things competing and conflicting: they are side of a single coin, 
like Cross and Resurrection.”

“Our joy is the joy of those who are forgiven and forgiving.”

Michael Ramsay (1904-1988) 



Karl Barth (1886-1968) 
“The knowledge of God as participation in the veracity of the 
revelation of God is a work of gratitude….It cannot take place except 
in joyfulness.”



Thomas Traherne (ca. 1637-1674)
“When we please God we are most like him.”
“To enable you to please God is the highest service a man (sic) can do 
you.  It is to make you pleasing to the King of Heaven, that you may 
be the darling of His bosom.”



Thomas Traherne (ca. 1637-1674)
“The end for which you were created, is that by prizing all that God 
hath done, you may enjoy yourself and Him in Blessedness.”

“Your enjoyment is never right, till you esteem every soul so great a 
treasure as our Saviour doth…”



C.S.Lewis (1898-1963)
“Joy is the serious business of heaven.”



“As Jesus Christ calls us and is 
heard by us he gives us his Holy 
Spirit in order that his own 
relationship to his Father may be 
repeated in us.”
“We shall be all the more 
joyfully prepared to live our 
spiritual life humbly but 
courageously as those how have 
the witness of the Spirit that 
they are the children of God.”
Karl Barth Church Dogmatics CD II.2.780 (§39 The 
Command as the Judgment of God)

Andrei Rublev 1411



As I leave the building a great hunger for a 
little Christianity fills my heart. Oh that a 
preacher would arise and expound from the 
Book of books a religion with a God, a religion 
with a heart in it - a Christian religion which 
would abolish the cold legend whose centre is 
respectability, and rears great buildings in 
which the rich recline on silken hassocks while 
the poor perish in the shadow thereof.

(Miles Franklin 1903. My Brilliant Career. Edinburgh: 
William Blackwood and Sons, p.280)



There is no need to reflect too much and to do a lot of 
thinking. It is just being aware. My people are not threatened 
by silence. They are completely at home in it. They have lived 
for thousands of years with Nature’s quietness. My people 
today recognise and experience in this quietness the great 
Life-Giving Spirit, the Father of us all. … When I am out 
hunting, when I am in the bush, among the trees, on a hill or 
by a billabong; these are times when I can simply be in God’s 
presence. Because my people have been so aware of Nature, 
it is natural that we feel close to the Creator. 

(Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr, 'Dadirri'. Compass Theology Review 1-2 (1988), 9-11).



Beyond mere (power) models

Willow Creek said ‘We need to communicate in a way that is going to 
get people’s attention. Not say it the way we’ve said it thousands of 
times before but say it in a way that they’ve never heard it before.’
This led to thousands of churches following Bill Hybels’ lead, through 
the Willow Creek Association and the Global Leadership Summit.



Beyond mere (power) models

Hybels said in 2008 that Willow Creek failed to build spiritual discipline 
in its passion for expansion and its approach to evangelism.
Christianity Today (8 Aug 2018) reports that leadership team members 
have stepped down in the light of multiple abuse allegations against 
Hybels.



Nehemiah 8

Nehemiah…said to all the people, ‘This day is holy to the LORD your 

God; do not mourn or weep…10 Then he said to them, ‘Go your way, eat 

the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for 

whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not 

be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength…12 And all the 

people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to 

make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words that 

were declared to them.



What is it about power?

• It is attractive
• It is seductive
• It can bring short term gains

BUT
• It is dangerous
• Is unlikely to last
• Leads to abuse
SURELY we have to rethink our approach!



Doing small strategically
Gleaners not harvesters
Cottage industry not industrial scale
Not small minded but big hearted
Aiming for better rather than bigger

August 8 2018
https://www.christianitytoday.com/karl-vaters/

And of course, there are no power issues at all, ever!



The Smiling Angel, cathedral of Reims, carved between 1236 and 1245



Three stories to share and celebrate
1. The start/origin of the journey

2. How I got here

3. What it means now (how I live)

1 min each

2 min each

3 min each
Remember: No right or wrong in the answers!



Three stories to share and celebrate
1. The start/origin of the journey

2. How I got here

3. What it means now (how I live)

1 min each

2 min each

3 min each





How do we celebrate good news received?

•Do we celebrate?
•Do we give thanks?
•Do we know?

For new people

•Do we celebrate?
•Do we give thanks?
•Do we know?

For ourselves







Implementing what we have

• Experiences
• Our community (commonalities)
• Out community (particularities)
• Our human commonalities
• Our Christian distinctives
• Engaging our evangelists
• (Re)discovering and enabling joyful celebration



God help us to change. 
To change ourselves and to change our world. 

To know the need for it. 
To deal with the pain of it. 
To feel the joy of it. 

To undertake the journey without understanding the 
destination. 

The art of gentle revolution. 
Amen.

(Michael Leunig. 1993. Common Prayer 
Collection. North Blackburn: HarperCollins)


