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Introduction: The Parish of Morpeth 

 Map of the Parish 

 

 

 

Description of Boundaries 

(as amended – approved by Diocesan Council, July 1, 1990) 

 

Commencing in the south where the Chichester water supply pipeline crosses the Maitland to 

Raymond Terrace road at Millers Forest and bounded thence along the Maitland road to the 

junction of Government Road at Thornton thence to Metford Road at Tenambit at a point 

500m north of Ribee Street and thence westerly to the brickworks on Morpeth Road thence 

continuing north-westerly by a straight line to the Hunter River at the site if the old Pitnacree 

Bridge thence upstream by that river a distance of almost ¾ mile to a point opposite the 

junction of Flat Road with Glenarvon Road on Bolwarra Flats thence northerly by the old 

East Maitland to Largs road to the junction of Largs Avenue at High Street, Largs thence 



Page 3 of 14 

 

north-westerly along Largs Avenue to its junction with the Maitland to Woodville road (from 

the Hunter River to Woodville road both sides of the road and the avenue as defined above 

are included in the parish of Morpeth) thence northerly by a straight line to the Paterson 

River at a point 1 ¼ miles upstream from the Dunmore Bridge thence upstream by that river 

to a point about ¼ mile downstream of its junction with Dunn’s Creek thence easterly by a 

straight line to the Hinton to Paterson road (Butterwick Road) and its junction with Dunn’s 

Creek Road thence south-westerly along the Hinton to Paterson road (Butterwick Road) to 

the Woodville to Seaham road thence easterly about 3 ½ miles along that road to Deadman’s 

Creek thence south-easterly along that creek to the Chichester water supply pipeline about 1 

½ miles south west of Seaham thence southerly by that pipeline to the point of commencement 

at the Maitland to Raymond Terrace road. 

The parish boundary takes in areas of: 

Berry Park, Bowthorne, Brandy Hill, Duckenfield, Hinton, Iona, Largs, Morpeth , Morpeth Manor, Phoenix 

Park, Pitnacree, Raworth, Seaham, Tenambit, Wallalong, Woodville.     

 

 

 

 

 

Swan Street, Morpeth  Morpeth Bridge 

 

Morpeth is an historic inland river port on the banks of the Hunter River 168 km north of 

Sydney, 37 km north-west of Newcastle and just 5 km north-east of Maitland. With its 

beautiful riverside setting, the genuinely historic feel which emerges from the mellowed 

stonework of its many old buildings, the modest and eminently walkable size of the town and 

the willows which line the river bank it is becoming popular with travellers. The main street, 

with its profusion of arts and crafts, antique and curio shops housed in historic buildings, is 

very much geared towards tourism.  

Once covered in dense rainforest the Morpeth area was probably occupied by the Gringgai 

clan of the Wanaruah Indigeous peoples, who called it 'Illalaung'. It is known that the 

Wanaruah had trade and ceremonial links with the Kamilaroi people. They favoured goannas 

as a food source, covering larger animals in hot ashes and stuffing them with grass. They also 

adopted burning off practices as the new shoots which emerged after fire attracted kangaroos 

which they surrounded and killed with clubs and spears (du-rane) barbed with sharp stones.  
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The first Europeans in the area were the party of Lt Col. Paterson who undertook an 

exploration of the Hunter River in 1801. Paterson named the locality Green Hills.  

The land here was granted in 1821 to Lt Edward Close, a veteran of the Napoleonic Wars, as 

a reward for service as Engineer of Public Works at Newcastle. He built an impressive 

homestead, Closebourne House (still standing), around 1826 which became the residence of 

the various Bishops of Newcastle from 1848 to 1912.  

A bridge over Wallis Creek was erected in 1827 facilitating trade with the township of Wallis 

Plains (now Maitland) which, although 40 km away by river, was just 5 km by road.  

The years from 1827-1830 saw Green Hills developing as a river port. However, the locality 

really took off after the arrival, in 1831, of the first paddle steamer (the Sophia Jane). It was 

soon a regular, along with the William IV, the first Australian-made, ocean-going paddle 

steamer. In 1832 the first proper wharf was erected and the first two inns were licensed. A 

proper road to Maitland was built by convict labour in 1833.  

Close subdivided the land with the first batch of allotments sold in 1834. A private town was 

established which, at this time, took the name Morpeth which was originally the name of a 

town near Newcastle in England.  

Morpeth became the major port of the Hunter Valley and surrounding districts between 1832 

and 1890 with a regular steamer service operating to Maitland, up to Paterson and down to 

Newcastle. An important trade, cultural, commercial and religious centre, much of the Hunter 

Valley's produce passed through its wharves en route to Newcastle and Sydney while most 

persons and goods headed from those centres into the valley and beyond also set foot on its 

wharves.  

Lt Close set up the first school in 1836, the year both Anglican and Catholic services 

commenced. A Catholic Church was built in 1836 and the foundation stone of St James' 

Church was laid in 1837. The first post office opened in 1838, a steam mill was built in 1840 

and a soap works in 1844. In the 1840s Caleb Soul, of Soul-Pattinson pharmaceuticals, 

manufactured talcum powder and William Arnott, later of Arnott's biscuits, had a bakery 

here. Their businesses were both located on the river side of Swan St, between Tank and 

Northumberland Sts. The first national school opened in 1862, the year the population peaked 

at 1830. There were ten hotels in the town when it became a municipality in 1866.  

However, Newcastle had begun to grow, and the Great Northern Railway, which reached 

Maitland in 1857, initially bypassed Morpeth. Although the railway was extended to the 

outskirts of town in 1864, and to the wharves in 1870, the river had begun to silt up. The 

completion of the rail link between Newcastle and Sydney in 1889 sealed the fate of the river 

trade and the fortunes of Morpeth.  

Morpeth was formally amalgamated into the City of Maitland in 1969. It re-emerged in the 

late 1980s as a tourist attraction with the opening of the gift shops. Morpeth has always had a 

strong Anglican presence with St John’s Theological College and the Diocesan conference 

centre as visible symbols of education and hospitality until their closure in the early 21st 

century. 
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a. Links to Local Government Information on the Demographic 

Information About the Region 

Maitland City Council 

PO Box 220, Maitland NSW 2320 

285-287 High Street, Maitland NSW 2320 

Phone: 02 4934 9700 Fax: 02 4933 3209 DX: 21613 Maitland 

EMail: info@maitland.nsw.gov.au 

Web: http://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au 

Area (sq km): 392  

Population: 77305  

Wards: 4 

Maitland Community Profile http://www.communityprofile.com.au/maitland 

 

Port Stephens Council 

PO Box 42, Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

116 Adelaide St. (Old Pacific Highway), Raymond Terrace NSW 2324 

Phone: 02 4980 0255 Fax: 02 4987 3612 DX: 21406 Raymond Terrace 

EMail: council@portstephens.nsw.gov.au 

Web: http://www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au 

Area (sq km): 979  

Population: 69556  

Wards: 3 

Port Stephens Social Planning 

https://www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/your-council/port-stephens-profile/social-planning 

 

b. Links to Information about Schools and Recreational Facilities in 

the Region 

Morpeth Public School (219 students)         www.morpeth-p.schools.nsw.edu.au     

Hinton Public School      (86 students)          www.hinton-p.schools.nsw.edu.au         

Largs Public School      (157 students)               www.largs-p.schools.nsw.edu.au             

Iona Public School, Woodville (51 students)      www.iona.ps.education.nsw.gov.au     

Miller’s Forest Public School (51 students)     www.millersfor-p.schools.nsw.edu.au 

 

Bowthorne Oval (Port Stephens Council) 

Morpeth Common 

 

mailto:info@maitland.nsw.gov.au
http://www.maitland.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.communityprofile.com.au/maitland
mailto:council@portstephens.nsw.gov.au
http://www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.portstephens.nsw.gov.au/your-council/port-stephens-profile/social-planning
http://www.millersfor-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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c. A Summary of the History of Ministry in the Parish Focussing on 

the Last 15 Years 

General characteristics 

The parish of Morpeth for many decades has been a Eucharist-centred congregation.  The 

Parish Mass on Sunday mornings (traditionally at 9.00 am) and the Masses on feast and holy 

days continue to be the central gathering point for the people of God.  The reverent approach 

to Holy Week and the Triduum are the fulcrum of the Church’s year in the parish.   

During the last 15 years, many areas of ministry have flourished in various guises and others 

have developed. Amongst those which need to be highlighted are the following: 

 There is a strong history of pastoral care in the parish and a dedicated team of carers 

undertake this role for parishioners, and those in nursing homes and hospitals.   

 The ministry of warm, country hospitality is alive and continues amongst the dedicated 

band of members of the St James’ Guild, who cater for parish functions, as well as a 

large number of funerals annually.  The fund-raising activities of the Guild have 

contributed substantially to the parish’s budget in recent years. 

 In the last fifteen years, the parish has explored diverse mechanisms to minister to 

families and young children.  Over a decade ago, it was recognised that a traditional 

Sunday School format on Sunday mornings during school terms was not attractive to time 

poor, busy families.  For some years, the parish supported the “Families @ 4” Ministry – 

worship on the 4th Sunday of each month at 4 pm with a family meal and fellowship for 

parents to follow.  The format for family ministry drew on several traditions, including 

Godly Play and Messy Church, but maintained its hybrid character so as to avoid 

becoming constrained to a single ministry “formula”. However, movement of families 

and the move of children from primary to high school meant that in time the Families @ 4 

model became less attractive and the services less well-attended.  For a number of years 

the Families @ 4 for Christmas Eve was a very lively and well-attended part of the 

celebration of Christmas in Morpeth.  It was combined with the “Lost Sheep Trail” in 

local Morpeth shops.  

 For the last three years the parish has been supporting a Kids’ Church on the first Sunday 

of the month commencing with morning tea after the Parish Mass.  The aim was to draw 

the Sunday morning congregation and new families together.  More recently, Kids’ 

Church has become Brick Church, exploring the use of LEGO to build engagement with 

faith for children and their parents. The parish has lay people who are committed to 

continuing to explore family and children’s ministry. 

 The work with families and children was complemented for a period by a multi-parish 

youth group involving young people and leaders from Thornton-Beresfield, East 

Maitland and Kurri parishes.  The number of participants from Morpeth dwindled as 
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teenagers grew into young adults and the Morpeth leader pursued the journey to ordained 

ministry. This youth initiative no longer operates in the parish. 

 The music ministry in the parish has been strong for many decades. St James’ Church is 

blessed with a beautiful, historic William Davidson organ.  In addition to organ music to 

enhance services of worship, St James’ has had a choir for many years.  The choir 

participates annually in a Three Choirs Evensong together with choirs from the parishes 

of East Maitland and Raymond Terrace.  St James’ Choir is at present a choir of seniors.  

There have been no new younger members for several years.  

 Over the years many concerts have been held in the Church featuring various groups, 

including the Sydney Welsh Choir, Counterpoint, and a range of orchestral and 

instrumental groups from the Hunter and elsewhere 

 The Combined Churches of Morpeth group, which includes members from the Roman 

Catholic, Uniting and Anglican churches, work together to promote ecumenical activity.  

Annual activities which have been undertaken ecumenically include Chapel Jazz, 

celebration of the week for Christian Unity and the Christmas Carols and BBQ at 

Closebourne. 

 The parish has had a Mothers’ Union branch for many decades.  The membership has 

been dwindling as its members age, and it is likely that it will be redesignated as a 

Friendship group in the foreseeable future. 

 For many years the parish was able to offer SRE teachers (lay and ordained) for Morpeth, 

Largs and Hinton Public Schools.  In 2018, SRE continues only at Hinton Public School. 

 There are usually day and evening study groups during Lent with different materials 

available depending on those taking leadership of this ministry (e.g.  The evening group 

in recent years has studied Rowan Williams’ Being Christian and Being Disciples, whilst 

a day group worked on Lectionary Readings for Sundays in Lent). 

 Lunch and Literature is held on the 5th Sunday of the month.  Participants discuss books, 

films and other literature which plumbs spiritual themes. 

 A key aspect of ministry in the parish in the last decade has been the growth of the Friday 

Eucharistic community.  This is now a firmly established congregation, which joins for 

Eucharist followed by fellowship at local Morpeth cafes.  The members of this 

congregation are mainly retirees and new worshippers have joined from the Closebourne 

Retirement Village complex as successive stages of that housing development have been 

completed. A new retirement village, Morpeth Gardens, adjacent to the historic Morpeth 

Cemetery, is currently under construction and this will offer further ministry opportunities 

for the parish in the future. 
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Developments in the last 2-3 years 

 During the last three years, the parish has been fortunate to explore various ministries 

flowing from a more contemplative spirituality. Various initiatives have led to a 

flourishing of opportunities to explore the God life within and the work of the Spirit in 

God’s people and in the world.  The core elements of these developments are 

summarised below under heading (d).  They have drawn new and existing 

parishioners into new ways of encountering God and being Church. 

 In contrast, it seems likely that the Parish has lost some parishioners as a result of the 

revelations of the Royal Commission.  

 

d. A Summary of Ministry Activity in the Parish as Developed by Fr 

Chris Orczy 

& 

e. An assessment by the Parish Council of the Vulnerabilities or 

Risks Facing the Parish 

 

Ministry Tools of ministry Risks/vulnerabilities for the parish 

Prayer and Worship  (See MAP 2018) 

 

Tuesday: Bible Prayer Group. 10am 

Wednesday: Healing Eucharist. 

10am 

Thursday: Quiet Meditation. 7pm 

Friday: Eucharist. 10am 

Saturday: Quiet Eucharist. 6pm 

Sunday: Sung Eucharist. 9am. 

 

 

Prayer 

Reflection 

Meditation 

Worship 

Eucharist 

A heavy commitment for the parish 

priest 

Reliance on retired clergy (3) on 

Fridays -  may not continue to the 

same extent as they age into their late 

80s. 

Wednesday Healing Eucharist is 

expected to continue under locum 

priest, Fr  Jim Hudson, but Tuesday 

Bible study and Saturday Quiet 

Eucharist will not at this time, 

Some anxiety from members of the 

Quiet communities (Thursday and 

Saturday) that these nourishing 

opportunities will not continue, 

which may risk the loss of these 

parishioners. 
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Mission  (See MAP 2018) 

Support for Carrie’s Place, local DV and 

homelessness services in Maitland. 

Huge energy for and commitment to this in the 

parish 

Also an ABM project for 2018 

 

Practical compassion 

Lay leadership 

Community engagement 

and immediate impact 

 

 

Negligible risks 

 

Ministry to expanding retirement 

communities (See MAP 2018) 

Fellowship 

Pastoral care 

Spiritual support 

Worship 

Those who move into retirement 

communities may have an existing 

faith commitment which may 

encourage them to become 

parishioners.  This will increase the 

ageing demographic of the parish. 

Retirees on fixed incomes will be 

cautious in their financial 

commitment to the parish. 

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals Sacramental life In the contemporary post-Christian 

environment, the numbers seeking a 

Christian wedding in a Church is in 

decline. 

Few of those who seek baptism for 

their children see this as part of an 

overarching commitment to 

engagement with the parish 

community on an ongoing basis. 

SRE  Teaching 

Prayer 

Single SRE teacher 

Single local school (Hinton PS) 

Aged, retired priest as teacher 

Mothers’ Union (Friendship group) Prayer 

Fellowship 

Very small numbers, ageing 

demographic 

Need to support long term MU 

members as they age 

Most mothers of working age in paid 

employment 

MU model challenging in 21st 

century Church 
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Parish Council 

 

Leadership 

Prayer 

Financial skills 

Administrative skills 

Communication skills 

Heavy commitment for small number 

of parishioners 

St James’ Guild 

 

Hospitality 

Catering skills 

Fund raising 

Decreasing numbers 

Significantly ageing demographic 

Potential members of working age 

are all in paid employment and 

unavailable for week day catering 

commitments 

Choir & Music Ministry 

 

Musical skills Ageing demographic 

No new younger members for some 

years 

Families’ and children’s ministry (See MAP 

2018) 

 

Music 

Craft 

Story telling 

LEGO 

 

Small leadership team, danger of 

burn out. 

High quality program but limited 

impact on community 

Advertising on social media has not 

led to significantly increased 

participation 

How to engage time-poor families in 

a post-Christian, secular culture? 

 

Pastoral care team (See MAP 2018) 

 

Prayer  

Visiting 

Practical compassion 

Small numbers, ageing demographic 

Study groups (See MAP 2018) 

 

Prayer 

Discussion/ Reflection 

 

Largely confined to Lent.  Limited 

opportunities for education and 

engagement over the whole year 

apart from Tuesday morning group 

which is not available to those 

employed. 

Gardeners Hard work Small numbers, ageing demographic 
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 The parish is conscious of the commitment of the Diocese to appropriate redress for 

historic abuse as identified in case study 42 of the Royal Commission into 

Institutional Responses to Child Abuse, and the need for the parish to play its part in 

the reorganisation of resources to fund the redress. This is a vulnerability common to 

all parishes in the Diocese. 

 The parish is fully aware of a pattern of contracting income from committed or 

regular giving by parishioners.  The fundraising efforts of the St James’ Guild have 

become more important in recent years, as has revenue from the commercial hire of 

the hall. Management of the hall for commercial purposes, in conformity with all 

Diocesan regulations that pertain to such use, is fairly demanding and there may be 

benefit in having this process handled by a professional agent, rather than a 

parishioner, who could also promote the use of the facility. A significant source of 

income in recent years, from the sale of puddings, has placed an unreasonably high 

demand on very few parishioners. For this and other reasons this source of income is 

not likely to be maintained. The Parish is operating a deficit budget for 2018 and faces 

the continuing risk of a need to call on existing reserves to meet annual expenditure. 

 While overall the Parish is not faced with unreasonably high demands for 

maintenance of infrastructure, the hall does have a structural problem associated with 

subsidence which may present a risk to the finances of the Parish in the medium term. 
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f. A Copy of the Mission Action Plan for the parish 

St James’ Morpeth Mission Action Plan 2018 

 

The Year of the Lighthouse 

 

Worship and Prayer 
To consolidate what was started in 2017. Continue to offer the community an 
opportunity to pray or worship every day of the week. 
Tuesday: Bible Prayer Group. 10am 
Wednesday: Healing Eucharist. 10am 
Thursday: Quiet Meditation. 7pm 
Friday: Eucharist. 10am 
Saturday: Quiet Eucharist. 6pm 
Sunday: Sung Eucharist. 9am. 
 

Each service offers a different way of being together and knowing the presence of God. 
 

Care and Service 
The focus of the Pastoral Care Team will shift so that each person on the team will make 
contact with a parishioner once a week. They will continue to meet monthly.  
 

 

Teaching and Nurture 
Lenten Study groups will run as per previous years. Additionally, we will run a beginner’s 
meditation group. 
A bible study group on Exodus will be run after the Lenten groups have finished. 
 

Mission and Evangelism 

Our areas of focus for this year are: 

Mental Health: A successful initiative in 2017 which will be repeated and expanded upon 

in 2018. 

Family Church: Family meditation to replace Brick Church. Weekly. Team approach. 

Uggs and Rugs: We will run this again in 2018 in winter. 

Closebourne: A focus for outreach. 

Mission: Consider supporting local groups such as Carrie’s place and Animal Welfare.    

Lighthouse: In keeping with this year’s theme, the tower will be illuminated at night 
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g. An assessment of the current activities against the Mission 

Action Plan and the Healthy Ministry Practices 

Current ministry activities as recorded above on pages 8-11, reflect the content of  the 

2018 Mission Action Plan above at (f). 

Healthy Ministry Practices* 

(*Strategic Directions and Work 

Plan 2018-2021 p. 9) 

Current Ministry Activities 

Heartfelt Prayer and Worship 

This is a core feature of the Eucharist-centred community at St 

James at the Parish Mass on Sundays. This is also reflected in 

the engagement of worshippers at the Healing Mass, Quiet 

Eucharist, and Quiet Meditation. 

The exercise of music ministry in the parish demonstrates 

heartfelt commitment to enhancing worship through choral 

and organ music. 

Living by Scriptures and 

Sacraments 

The opportunity for Eucharist on several days of the week 

reflects its importance in the parish. 

The support and preparation of families for their children’s 

Baptisms reflects the importance of this Sacrament. 

The Tuesday morning Bible Reflection group helps 

participants to connect the Scriptures with their own Christian 

journeys. 

Creative Evangelism and Teaching 
The Quiet Meditation and Beginners’ Meditation group 

support different patterns of evangelism and teaching. 

Loving Service 

The work of the St James’ Guild, the Parish Council, the 

gardeners, cleaners and those involved in family and 

children’s ministry reflect loving service. 

Genuine Care 

The strong commitment of the parish to support our local 

Women’s Refuge, Domestic Violence and Homelessness 

service, Carrie’s Place has shown an authentic commitment to 

genuine care for others. 

The work of our Pastoral Care team demonstrates practical 

compassion and Christian care. 

Faith-filled Engagement 

The strong commitment of the parish to support our local 

Women’s Refuge, Domestic Violence and Homelessness 

service, Carrie’s Place has shown an authentic commitment to 

genuine care for others. 

Environmental Responsibility This has not been a strong focus in parish life in recent time. 
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Hunter River in flood at Morpeth 

June 2009 

 


