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Service to Commission

The Reverend NAME
as Rector of the

Parish of NAME
by

The Right Reverend Dr Brian Farran

Bishop of Newcastle

DATE YEAR
TITLE OF PARISH CHURCH
GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME

Hymn:  

Representatives of the parish of NAME say –

Bishop,

We bring to you our friend and priest, NAME.

We thank God for his/her ministry in our midst.

We hand him/her over to you and pray that you will love and support him/her in the Ministry of this Parish.

The Bishop responds-
My sisters and brothers in Christ, thank you for your care and concern of this, 

our brother/sister in Christ  

Thank you for bringing him/her to us today. We pray for you as you continue to minister in Christ’s Holy Name.

Bishop:

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

Blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Bishop:

My brothers and sisters,

we are gathered here to commission the Reverend NAME



as Rector of the Parish of NAME.
This ministry continues the good work

done through the years in this community and is part of the work and witness of the whole church.




It is a new beginning because NAME brings particular gifts




to our ministry together. 




As we stand in God’s presence let us pray that grace will be given to  


NAME, and to all of us in this ministry,




that we may fulfil the responsibilities which are ours.




(Silence is kept)




Almighty God,




by your grace alone




we are accepted and called to your service.




Strengthen us by your Holy Spirit;
make us worthy of our calling and equip us as 

your missionary people through Jesus Christ our Lord,




who is alive and reigns with you, and the Holy Spirit,




one God, now and for ever.       Amen.

MINISTRY of the WORD

Please sit.

First Lesson:


Hymn 

Gospel:

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint  

 



Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 




For the Gospel of the Lord,





Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ


Sermon:

The Bishop of Newcastle

COMMISSIONING

Please remain seated.  The Parish Ministry Team come forward and stand with NAME.
Bishop:
NAME you will share with me the responsibility entrusted to us both to lead and care for the people of this Parish. 

Remember the vows of your ordination and pray continually for the Spirit’s help and guidance, that you may enable and support the ministry of all the people of God in this parish. 

Always seek to keep the vision of Becoming Ministering Communities in Mission in the forefront of your mind.  Be diligent in your leadership, in the knowledge that you are a sign and a guide for others.  

Take care not to keep to yourself the ministry that is rightfully the calling of others, remembering always the dignity and giftedness of all who have been baptised into Christ.  

Do you NAME in the presence of this congregation,




commit yourself to this new Priestly leadership




now entrusted to you?

Priest:

I do.

Bishop:
Will you encourage and enable this Parish Ministry Team with whom you will share leadership for the mission and ministry of the Church?

Priest:
I will, by God’s grace.

Bishop:
Will you constantly stir up the gifts of the Holy Spirit in those whom you lead?

Priest:
I will by God’s grace.

Bishop:

Do you the people of NAME Parish commit yourselves 

to share with NAME the ministry and mission of this parish?

People:

We do.
Please stand.  The members of the Parish Ministry Team return to their places in the congregation.

Procession to Font

Hymn:(Tune: Abbot’s Leigh) 

Lord, you call us to your service:

“In my name baptise and teach.”

that the world may trust your promise,

life abundant meant for each.

Give us all new fervour, draw us

closer in community;

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us

for the work of ministry.

Water is poured into the font by a parishioner

Bishop:

Almighty God,

we thank you for the gift of water. 

Over water you breathed at creation, 

through water you brought your ancient people 


from slavery to freedom; 

in water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John 

and the anointing of the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, 

the One who in baptism leads us from death to resurrection.

May all who are baptised here serve you for ever 

in the risen life of Jesus Christ    Amen.
Let us affirm the discipleship that was given to us in our baptism.

All:


We will live as disciples of Christ,

We will fight the good fight,

We will finish the race,

We will keep the faith.

Bishop:

My bother/sister NAME, and people of this parish,




will you be faithful to the ministry to baptise all people




in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit ?




We will.
Procession to lectern

Lord, you give the great commission:

“Heal the sick and preach the word.”

Lest the Church neglect its mission,

and the Gospel go unheard.

Help us witness to your purpose,

with renewed integrity;

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us,

for the work of ministry.
A layperson holds up the parish bible at the lectern

Bishop:

Almighty God,




Your eternal Word speaks to us through the Holy Scriptures.




Inspired by the revelation of your Son,




we seek your present purposes.




Give us ears to hear, and hearts to obey.

Amen.
My bother/sister NAME, and people of this parish, will you be faithful in the reading and proclamation of the word of the Lord

and seek to fashion your lives according to this teaching ?




We will.


Procession to Altar step

Lord, you show us love’s true measure:

“Father, what they do, forgive.”

Yet we hoard as private treasure,

all that you so freely give.

May your care and mercy lead us,

to a just society;

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us,

for the work of ministry.

A layperson presents a purple stole

Bishop: 

Lord God, you created this world, and made us in 





your own image. Forgive us when we turn away from 




you.




   Lord, have mercy





Lord, have mercy




Lord God, through your Son you overcame evil and 





death. Rescue us from slavery to sin.




  Christ, have mercy





Christ, have mercy




Lord God, by your Spirit, you restore us to fellowship 




with you and with one another. Breathe your love and 




freedom into our lives.




  Lord, have mercy.





Lord, have mercy

Almighty God have mercy on you,

Forgive your sins,

And keep you in life eternal. Amen.

Laypersons present a flask of oil, the parish prayer list, a prayer book, the marriage register.

Bishop:

Almighty God,




you have given to your church the gifts of healing,




the ministry of reconciliation,




the authority to bind together, and to bless.




You are present with us when we pray,




when we commend to you our beloved dead,




and when we commit ourselves to your service.




Strengthen us for this ministry to your people’s 




needs and cares.

My bother/sister NAME, and people of this parish, 


will you be ardent in prayer and service for the world, 

the church and those in need ?

Will you use your gifts for the building up of the Body of Christ?




We will.

Procession to the Altar
Lord, you make the common holy:

“This my body, this my blood.”

Let us all, for earth’s true glory,

daily lift life heaven-ward,

asking that the world around us,

share your children’s liberty;

with the Spirit’s gifts empower us,

for the work of ministry.

Pastoral assistants place linens and vessels on the Altar.

Bishop:

Almighty God,




in the Eucharist your Son left us a memorial 

of his passion, death and resurrection.




As we eat the broken bread and share the cup of salvation,




strengthen us for our ministry and mission in your world,

and bring us to that table where Mary, Mother of our Lord, 

and all your saints feast with you for ever.   

Amen.

My bother/sister NAME, and people of this parish, will you be faithful in the breaking of the bread, proclaiming Christ’s saving death until he comes?




We will.

Procession to Prayer Desks

The licence is read



The bishop presents the licence, saying

NAME, receive this charge 

which is both mine and yours,




and accept the care and responsibilities of leadership 




of this ministry to which you have been called and appointed.




May God pour grace upon you abundantly




and be with you in your worship and work.

May you be faithful as is God who calls you. Amen
My friends, 

I present to you NAME
now commissioned as Priest of this parish of NAME.
(Applause)

GREETING of PEACE
Priest:

We are the body of Christ.


  

His Spirit is with us.

Bishop:

The peace of the Lord be always with you.


   

And also with you.

A greeting of peace is shared.

During the hymn offerings will be collected.

Hymn:            


THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Bishop:

The Lord be with you.


  

And also with you.




Lift up your hearts.


  

We lift them to the Lord.




Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.


   

It is right to give our thanks and praise.




All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere,





Mighty Creator, everliving God.




We give you thanks and praise for our saviour Jesus Christ,





who by the power of your spirit was born of Mary

                                     and lived as one of us.

                            By his death on the cross

                                 and rising to new life,

                                  he offered the one true sacrifice for sin

                                  and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people.

And now we give you thanks
     because within the royal priesthood of your Church
      you ordain ministers to proclaim the word of God,
      to care for your people
      and to celebrate the sacraments of the new covenant.




Therefore with angels and archangels,

                               and with all the company of heaven,

                               we proclaim your great and glorious name,

                               for ever praising you and saying:



Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might.




Heaven and earth are full of your glory.




Hosanna in the highest.




Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.




Hosanna in the highest.



Merciful God, we thank you




    for these gifts of your creation,

                               this bread and wine,

                               and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,

                               we who eat and drink them

                               may be partakers of Christ’s body and blood.




On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;

                               and when he had given thanks

                               he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,

                      ‘Take, eat. This is my body given for you.

                                Do this in remembrance of me.

          

After supper, he took the cup,


                              and again giving you thanks

                              he gave it to his disciples, saying,

                              ‘Drink from this, all of you.

                              this is my blood of the new covenant

                              shed for you and for many

                              for the forgiveness of sins.

                              Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’




Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:




  proclaiming his offering of himself

                             made once for all upon the cross,

                             his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,

                             and looking for his coming again, 

                             we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,

                             his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice

                             for the sins of the whole world.




Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.




Christ is risen.




Christ will come again.




Renew us by your Holy Spirit,




   unite us in the body of your Son,

                              and bring us with all your people

                              into the joy of your eternal kingdom;

                              through Jesus Christ our Lord,

                              with whom, and in whom,

                              in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,

                              we worship you, Father,

                              in songs of never-ending praise: 



Blessing and honour and glory and power




are yours for ever and ever.    Amen.




As our Saviour Christ has taught us, 

we are confident to pray,

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and for ever. Amen.

Bishop:

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.

We who are many are one body,

for we all share in the one bread.


Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.




Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.




Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace.

Please follow sidespersons’ directions for the administration of Holy Communion.

A period of silence follows Communion.

THE SENDING OUT OF GOD’S PEOPLE

The congregation stands.

The bishop prays the post-communion prayer.

Bountiful God,

may this your servant be a faithful pastor
who will faithfully speak your word

and minister your sacraments;

an encourager who will equip your people

for ministry and mission

and enable them to fulfil their baptismal calling.

Give to NAME wisdom, discernment, courage and perseverance, 

and to us all, obedient hearts.  

Then follows

Most loving God,




you send us into the world you love.




Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage




in the power of your Spirit.

Hymn 

Words of welcome to the Reverend NAME from representatives of the local community, surrounding churches, the deanery and the parish.

All stand for the Bishop’s blessing.

Go forth into the world in peace;

be of good courage;

hold fast that which is good;

render to no one evil for evil;

strengthen the faint hearted; support the weak;

help the afflicted;

give honour to all; 

love and serve the Lord,

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

be upon you and remain with you always. Amen
Priest:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.




In the name of Christ.    Amen.

Refreshments will be served in ……………..

This Service is authorised by The Bishop of Newcastle under section 4 of the Constitution of the Anglican Church of Australia.
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